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 If then you have been raised with Christ, 
seek the things that are above, where Christ 
is, seated at the right hand of God.  Set your 
mind on things that are above, not on things 
that are on earth.  For you have died, and 
your life is hidden with Christ in God.  When 
Christ who is your life appears, then you also 
will appear with Him in glory. 

Colossians 3:1-4 (ESV) 
  

Raising Our Sights 
  

In the sixth chapter of his letter to the Romans the apostle Paul 
tells us that in Baptism we are united with Christ in both His death 
and in His resurrection.  For this reason we have died to sin just 
as He died on the cross and we are alive in Him just as He rose 
from the dead. 
  
In these verses from Colossians Paul goes into greater detail as to 
what this all means for us.  As Easter people—dead and risen—
we are to focus our thoughts and desires not on the things of this 
earthly life (which will always disappoint us) but on the perfect life 
to come—the life to be revealed when the slain and risen Christ 
returns in glory. 
  
Easter is all about the New Life—the New Life of the risen Jesus 
when He rose from Joseph’s tomb and also the New Life of you 
and me when we rise each day from the water of our               
Baptism.  Our New Life is not something that we need to wait for; 
it has already begun.  Our past life of selfishness and sin has 
been crucified with Christ and is as dead as His body was when 
they took it down from the cross.  His New Life, manifested in His 
resurrection, is ours as we now live no longer for ourselves but for 
Him “who loved [us] and gave Himself for [us]” (Galatians 2:20). 
  
This New Life of ours is far from perfect, but in Baptism our old 
Adam is drowned every day and the New Man in us rises in      
forgiveness and hope.  A blessed Easter to all.  Christ is             
risen!  And so are we! 
  
                                                    In His love and service, 
  



PRAYER THOUGHT 

Tri-parish news 

Bethel will be joining Zion Lutheran in       
Lawrenceville, and St. John’s in Millvale in  
upcoming activities. The first will be a           
Tri-Parish Church Picnic on June 10 at Squaw 
Valley Park in Aspinwall, then an ice-cream 
social at Bethel and finally an  Octoberfest at 
Zion. More detailed information on these     
upcoming events will be posted in the bulletins 
and newsletters.  

April 1 
"They Were Afraid, You Know?" 

Guest Speaker: Rev. Dr. Dale A. Meyer 
It takes a lot to overcome fear, a lot of words, in 
fact a lifetime of words. Let this Easter Day be a 

new beginning of trusting Jesus' words of             
resurrection and life!   (Mark 16:1-8) 

 
April 8 

"It's Really Real" 
Speaker Emeritus of The Lutheran Hour:  

Rev. Dr. Ken Klaus 
Here' the deal. If Jesus actually rose from the dead, 

it would be wise to believe in Him because there 
will be salvation in no one else. If He didn't rise, 

we're all toast. Tune in to today's message and hear 
why you can be confident Jesus' resurrection is   

really real.    (1 John 1:1-3) 
 

April 15 
"Peace to You" 

Guest Speaker: Rev. Dr. Dale A. Meyer 
Christians often say, "The Lord be with you." What 
does that look like? And how do you know Jesus is 
indeed with you? Jesus' visit to His first disciples 

shows us the how and what of confidence in Christ. 
(Luke 24:36-49) 

 
April 22 

"What's in a Name?" 
Speaker Emeritus of The Lutheran Hour:  

Rev. Dr. Ken Klaus 
We live in a disposable age. If something wears out, 

breaks down or is lost, we replace it. But who or 
what can replace Jesus? Who else can save us? 

(Acts 1:42) 
 

April 29 
"The Answer to Unhappiness" 

Guest Speaker: Rev. Michael Newman 
What do you really want? What does your heart 

yearn for most? A blogger recently asked her    
readers the question: "If you could say in one word 

what you want more of in life, what would that 
be?" Can you guess the number one answer? It was           

happiness. (Acts 8:26-40) 

The Lutheran hour 
WJAS-AM 1320 

SUNDAYS 7:00 A.M. “Prayer is no panacea, no substitute for    
action.  It is, rather, like a beam thrown from 
a flashlight before us in the darkness.  It is in 
this light that we who grope, stumble, and 
climb, discover where we stand, what        
surrounds us, and the course which we 
should choose.  Prayer makes visible the 
right, and reveals what is hampering and 
false.  In its radiance, we behold the worth of 
our efforts, the range of our hopes, and the 
meaning of our deeds.  Envy and fear,     
despair and resentment, anguish and grief, 
which lie heavily upon the heart, are         
dispelled like shadows by its light.” 
                      --Abraham Joshua Herschel in    
         Quest for God 

Board of Directors 
Meeting highlights 

• $1,415 was raised for the our  neighbors, 
the White family at the recent spaghetti 
dinner.  

 
• This year’s Seder meal was attended by  

26 people. 
 
• $1,320 was collected to help the  mission 

work of Dan and Carolyn Rehder.  
 
• May 20 will be the last Sunday for     

Sunday School for the summer break. 



    DATES  TO  remember 

 BIRTHDAYS   
  
          02—Luke Swanson 
 04—Thaddaeus Swanson 
 07—Dave Augustine 
 22—Tommy Archer 
 23—Rev. Art Litke 
 25—Dayna Dorsey 

Head Usher……………...............Al Todd III 
 
Communion Asst…………….…Fred Heintz 
 
Offering Usher…………...…...Eddie Stabile 
 
Altar Guild………………… Dorothy Carlisle

                     Charlotte Hornish 

             ANNIVERSARIES 
         
        04—Kristen and Paul Hoffman 
        05—Charlotte and Tim Hornish 

In his service 

150th anniversary 

Zion Evangelical Lutheran Church invites all to 
share in their 150th Anniversary celebration on 
SUNDAY, APRIL 22 for a special worship   
service of thanksgiving at 2:30 p.m. Zion is  
located at 237-37th Street in Lawrenceville. 

Thank you Al 

A big thank you goes out to Al Todd III and 
his helper Adam Todd for making the 
church’s front yard clean and beautiful with 
fresh mulch and no weeds. 

Stations of the  
resurrection 

This year Bethel will be joining Zion           
Lutheran and St. John’s Lutheran in bringing 
this program to Rebecca residence and 
Highpoint on APRIL 8.  

Thrivent members (Paul Hoffman, Jen   
Kenna and Carol Phillips) have directing 
their Choice Dollars to Bethel in the amount 
of $416.  You can too! See Al Todd III for 
more information about this program. 

Choice dollars 



Concordia event 

MARTIN LUTHER FESTIVAL 

Making it beautiful 

Ladies are invited to Concordia Lutheran 
Ministries’  13th Annual Fashion Show on 
MAY 12 at Butler Country Club. This 
year’s theme is “Peaches and Cream”. 
The fun begins at 10 a.m. The cost is $40 
per person. There will be basket auctions, 
mystery bags sales and vendor shopping. 
Lunch will be served at 11:45 with the 
fashion show at 1:00 p.m. All proceeds 
benefit the  Good Samaritan Endowment   
Fund, providing charitable care to        
residents and patients in need. No tickets 
will be sold at the door so call 724-352-
1571 ext 8355 to make your reservation. 

All are invited to “DEAR 
CHRISTIANS, ONE AND 
ALL REJOICE”, a Martin     
Luther Hymn Festival on 
SUNDAY, APRIL 29 at 7:00 
p.m. at Heinz Chapel,          

University of  Pittsburgh. Come and      
celebrate the 500th anniversary of the 
Reformation through Luther's hymns and 
music. If you are interested in participating 

Thank you to Mr. and Mrs. Archer, Mr. 
and Mrs. Betts, Mr. and Mrs. Heintz,   
Marilyn Heintz, Audrey Newcamp, Mr. 
Todd III and Mr. Zacharias for purchasing 
Easter flowers to make the altar area 
beautiful on Easter.  

Financial news 

        BUDGETED  ACTUAL  SURPLUS/DEFICIT 
February income      $ 9,170.14  $ 7,797.71   ($1,372.43) 
February expenses      $ 9,968.64  $ 8,845.18     $1,123.46 
 
Y-T-D income      $17,253.92  $17,239.24    ($     14.68) 
Y-T-D expenses      $22,468.02            $20,398.11      $2,069.91 
 
Y-T-D 
Income less expenses  ($5,214.10)      ($3,158.87) 


