
The Evangel 
Bethel Evangelical Lutheran Church 

(The Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod) 
301 Scott Avenue  Glenshaw, Pennsylvania  15116 

 
Phone:  (412) 486-5777      www.bethelglenshaw.org      Fax:  (412) 487-8328 

Mission Statement 
In our commitment to mission, Bethel 
Evangelical Lutheran Church will 
proclaim and witness to God’s salvation 
in our community and the world by 
preaching God’s Word and administering 
the Sacraments in all their truth and 
purity.” 

Adopted by the congregation on April 23, 1989 
 
 

Staff 
 
Pastor . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . .  Arthur E. Litke 
Secretary . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Donna Heintz 
Director of Music . . . . . . . . . . . .  (vacant) 
 
 

Board of Directors 
 
Executive Director . . . . . . . . .  Al Todd III 
Doctrine & Worship . . . . . . . .  Ross Betts 
Mission . . . . . . . . . . . . ... . . . John Rehder   
Education . . . . . . . . .. . . Darren Deltondo 
Christian Service . ……….Gary Swanson 
Property . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Dave Augustine 
Finance . . . . . . . . . . . . …..... .Fred Heintz 
 

Other Officers & Contact People 
 
Financial Secretary . . . . . .  Paul Hoffman 
Recording Secretary . . . . . . Donna Heintz 
Treasurer . . . . . . . . . . . . Dorothy Carlisle 
Sunday School . . . . . . . . . . . . Marie Litke  
Altar Guild………………..….Marie Litke 
Men’s Club/LLL . . . . . . . . . ….. .(vacant) 
Bethelites/LWML . . . . . . . . . . . . (vacant) 
Youth Group . . . . . . . . . . . Gary Swanson 

Volume XLI, Number 10 December  2017 

  

                     She will bear a Son, and you 
shall call His name Jesus, for He will save 
His people from their sins. 
  
  

Matthew 1:21 (ESV) 

  

What’s in a Name? 

  
When “an angel of the Lord appeared to [Joseph] in 
dream” (Matthew 1:20) to reassure him that his betrothed was 
faithful to him and that the Child she was carrying was “from the 
Holy Spirit” (Matthew 1:21), he also revealed the identity and 
even the name of the Child who was to be born. 
  
We often refer to our Savior as “Jesus Christ” as if these were 
His first and last names.  However, it would be more accurate 
for us to say “Jesus, the Christ.”  Jesus is His given 
name.  Christ is His title. 
  
The name Jesus is equivalent to the Old Testament name 
Joshua.  The name means “Yahweh saves” or “Yahweh is    
salvation.”  The name is an appropriate one for the Savior     
because, as the angel explained to Joseph, “He will save His 
people from their sins.” 
  
The title “Christ” is the Greek equivalent to the Hebrew word 
“Messiah.”  Both mean “the Anointed One.”  This title belongs to 
Jesus because He was anointed by God the Holy Spirit to be 
our Prophet, Priest, and King.  As our Prophet, He reveals God 
and His will to us.  As our Priest He offered to God the perfect 
sacrifice of atonement for our sin.  As our King He provides us 
with everything we need. 
  
To celebrate Christmas is to celebrate Jesus Christ—the     
Savior—the Anointed One.  He is the greatest Gift that we have 
ever received or ever will receive.  Having Him, we have      
everything.  Merry Christmas! 

                                                                 In His love and service, 
                                                  



PRAYER THOUGHT 

 

 

 

December 3 
"Advent Adventure" 

Guest Speaker: Dr. Dale A. Meyer 
Sometimes our faith gets weaker, sometimes it grows 
stronger. Let's take this Advent to heart, and "live by 

faith, and not by sight." 
(Mark 13:24-37) 

 
 

December 10 
"Prep Time" 

Speaker Emeritus of The Lutheran Hour:  
Rev. Dr. Ken Klaus 

Preparing for Christmas is quite different than preparing 
for Christ. Today's Lutheran Hour message explores 

those differences. 
(Mark 1:1-3) 

 
 

December 17 
"Life Narrows Down" 

Guest Speaker: Dr. Dale A. Meyer 
John the Baptist had a passion for the Lamb of God. 

What's your passion in life?  
How far into the future will it take you? 

(John 1:6-8, 19-28 (John testifies to Christ)) 
 
 

December 24 
"The Greatest Story Ever Told" 

Speaker Emeritus of The Lutheran Hour:  
Rev. Dr. Ken Klaus 

What is your favorite story? This Christmas Eve Day,  
The Lutheran Hour speaks about God's greatest story. 

(Luke 1: 30-32a) 
 
 

December 31 
"Children of Promise" 

Our identity as God's children encourages us to live in 
His grace, to embrace the freedom Jesus won,  
and to resist the ways of the world that strive 

 to keep us captive. 
(Galatians 4:4-7) 

LUTHERAN HOUR RADIO 
WJAS-AM 1320 

SUNDAYS 7:00 A.M. 
  
“God, we are confounded as Mary and    
Joseph, as busy as the innkeepers, as   
lonely as the shepherds, as frightened as 
Herod, as wayfaring as the magi.  Turn us 
again to the place where, with quietness, 
You wrap up Your Truth and Promise, Your 
Love and Salvation, in the Child born in a 
rude stable.  We would ponder these things 
as the noise and clamor of the world is 
stilled for a time and there is peace that  
settles deep within us.  Bring us to        
Bethlehem, to the place where He was 
homeless but where we are truly at home.” 

 
--Donald J. Shelby in The Unsettling Season 

A FESTIVAL OF  
LESSONS AND CAROLS 

This year Bethel will be performing this annual 
event at two places on the same day. We will 
be at Rebecca Residence at 2:30 then next 
door  to High Pointe at 3:30 on SUNDAY,    
DECEMBER  17. We need participants!!!!! 
Spread the celebration of our Lord’s birth by 
singing or reading scripture. Rehearsal will be 
that day after the morning worship service. 
Please sign up soon in the church narthex.  

2018 altar flowers 

Look for the forms in the church narthex to  
order your 2018 Altar Flowers. Please fill out a 
new form due to date changes.  



caroling 

Bethel will be proclaiming the good news of 
Jesus birth in song to shut ins and Angle Tree 
families. The caroling will start by meeting at 
church at 6:00 p.m. There will be light             
refreshments at the Swanson’s house         
afterwards. 

CANDLE LIGHT SERVICE 

Join us on DECEMBER 24, CHRISTmas 
eve at 7:00 p.m. for our annual CHRISTmas 
eve service.  

Fleece money needed 

The sewing group that meet once a month 
are in need of fleece fabric. We have plenty of 
cotton print squares but need the soft    solid 
fleece that we put on the back of the quilt for 
warmth. If you can donate any amount of 
money for this project, please give your     
monetary gift to Donna Heintz or Marie  Litke.  

Amazon smile 

Each year it seems that more people are  
doing their CHRISTmas shopping online to 
avoid crowds, stress and winter germs. 
Please consider making Bethel your charity 
of choice when shopping on Amazonsmile. 
Every little bit helps so go ahead and get 
your wife that special watch she wants   
knowing that a small amount will go to   
Bethel. Remember: A happy wife makes a 
happy life! 



    DATES  TO  remember 

 BIRTHDAYS 
   
 
 
03—Melissa Phillips 
07—Marilyn Heintz 
10—Michelle Brittner 
17—Melanie Rehder 
    -  Bob Meier 
27—Abbey Todd 
29—Heidi Todd 
31—Helen Lightell 

 
 

 ANNIVERSARIES 
 

16—Cindy and Curt Hetz 
18—Jacob and Emma Swanson 
28—Gary and Heidi Swanson 

    
Head Usher…………….......Fred Heintz 
Communion Asst………......Ross Betts 
 Offering Usher……………...Eddie Stabile 

 
Altar Guild……………..……..Cindy Hetz 
                                         Donna Heintz 

 

In his service 

LIVE NATIVITY 

PRESENT FOR RESIDENTS 

Important meeting 

Plan to attend the Annual Congregational 
Budget Meeting on SUNDAY, DECEMBER 
10 after the morning worship service. 

DECORATING 

Concordia Lutheran Ministries will be holding 
their 5th Annual Live Nativity on SUNDAY,   
DECEMBER 10 , 4:30, 5:15 and 6:00 p.m. at 
148 Marwood Road, Cabot. Featuring        
Concordia staff and residents, live animals, hot  
beverages and refreshments, gifts for children 
12 and under, live CHIRSTmas  music indoors 
and free admission. 
 This is an outdoor presentation so 
guests are encouraged to dress warmly.   

Each December, many of the locations in the 
Concordia Lutheran Ministries family          
participate in a program called “Adopt-a-
Resident”. Skilled nursing and personal care 
residents provide the activities staff with a 
wish list. Then employees, community    
members and churches ‘adopt’ a resident to 
make sure  they have a gift to open for 
CHRISTmas.  
  
If interested in participating in the   program 
contact Roberta Brenninghouse at 724-352-
1571 ext. 8241 or Jamie White at ext.8302. 
Deadline for gifts is December 11. 

We will be decorating the 
sanctuary for CHRISTmas 
on FRIDAY, DECEMBER 
15 at 6:00 p.m. Please 
sign up in the narthex if 
you plan to help out. 



 
What is a sacrament? The word, “sacrament” is actually a man-made term used to describe a Christian practice of 

something that achieves forgiveness of sins, uses a visible element, and is instituted by God himself. It is also important to 

note that the word “sacrament” is never used in the bible, because it is a word of man’s creation. Because of this, there is also 

no set amount of sacraments, because God has not confirmed what is and what is not a sacrament. So, what does this all 

mean? 

    To understand what a sacrament is, we must first look at the requirements of a sacrament: It forgives sins, it uses a 

visible element, and it is instituted by God. The first part is easy. A sacrament forgives the participant of their sins. For           

example, baptism forgives a person’s sins through the Holy Spirit. Their sins are forgotten, and the person is renewed in the 

eyes of God. Another example is the Lord’s supper, or the Sacrament of the Altar. The Lord’s supper forgives our sins through 

the body and blood of Jesus Christ. So, in order for a practice to be a sacrament, it must forgive the participant of their sins. 

    Next, a sacrament has to use a visible element. There must be something physical and palpable involved. Baptism, 

for example, uses water to wash away sins through the Holy Spirit. The Lord’s supper uses bread and wine. Some people 

consider marriage to be a sacrament because it uses a ring as it’s element. A visible element is included in a sacrament so 

that we may have something physical that we can use to confirm our spiritual renewal, and observe that god has blessed us 

with these elements. 

    Finally, a sacrament needs to be instituted by God, or joined with the word of God. Once again using baptism as an 

example, the word of God is spoken when the participant is anointed with water. In extreme circumstances, when a pastor is 

not present, any Christian may perform a simple baptism by pouring water on the participant’s head while saying, “(person’s 

full name), by the Grace of God, I hereby baptize you in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.” With 

the Lord’s supper, the pastor says, “Our Lord, Jesus Christ, on the night when he was betrayed, took bread, and when he had 

given thanks, he broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: ‘Take, eat, this is my body which is given for you. This do in  

remembrance of me.’ In the same way also, he took the cup after supper, and when he had given thanks, He gave it to them, 

saying: ‘Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This 

do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.’ ” In these ways, the word of God is joined with and institutes these        

sacraments. 

    We use sacraments as a way to accept God’s gifts and blessings, and as a way of giving thanks for them. We 

acknowledge that God has blessed us by joining his word with the sacraments, which ensures them to be true. We use the 

visible element to confirm that this is true, and that we can observe that God has created and given us these elements himself. 

And, the whole purpose of these sacraments are to give thanks to God for forgiving our sins, and renewing us physically and 

spiritually each and every time we practice them. This is most certainly true. 

     

Confirmand’s essays 

Sacrament 
 by  Adam Todd 



 

Advent  Midweeks 2017 
Bethel   +   St. John’s   +   Zion 

 

 
Please join your brothers and sisters from our neighboring 

LCMS parishes for midweek Advent worship.  Our theme will 
be: 

                    A Trinitarian Advent 
 

Each Wednesday begins with a fellowship meal with a 
free-will offering followed by worship. 

                            
                         6:00 pm   Light Dinner 
                         7:00 pm   Advent Worship 

 
WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 6 

"The Gift of the Father" 
 

Hosted by:  Bethel Lutheran Church 
301 Scott Ave., Glenshaw, PA 15116 

 
WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 13 

"The Mission of the Son" 
 

Hosted by:  St. John’s Lutheran Church 
501 North Ave., Millvale, PA 15209 

 
WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 20 

"The Power of the Spirit" 
 

Hosted by:  Zion Lutheran Church 
237 37th St., Pittsburgh, PA 15201 

 
 


