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In His love From His fullness we have all     
received grace upon grace.  For the Law was 
given through Moses; grace and truth came 
through Jesus Christ. 
  

  
John1:16, 17 (ESV) 

  

The Fullness of His Grace 

  
There are many characters that surround the Christmas event: 
Mary and Joseph, the shepherds of Bethlehem and the angels 
who appeared to them, the emperor Caesar Augustus, and the 
throng that filled the city of David, to name just a few.  Likewise 
there are many characters that surround the history of God’s  
people: Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, Moses, King David, the 
prophets, the apostles, and countless others. 
  
But the One who stands out over and above everyone else is the 
Main Character—Jesus Christ Himself.  He alone is the One who 
brings the redeeming grace  and truth of God to sinners like 
us.  The ones who preceded Him pointed ahead to His coming 
and those who followed Him and continue to follow Him point 
back to His life and ministry. 
  
The grace of God toward His fallen creation was revealed “in 
many and various ways” (Hebrews 1:1 RSV) through the         
centuries, but in the Child of Bethlehem we actually see, hear, 
and experience that grace, as the One who came to redeem us 
and will come again to take us home comes to us even now in His 
means of grace to give us everything that He accomplished for 
us: the forgiveness of sin, life, and salvation—reconciliation with 
God. 
  
That is what Christmas is all about.  It is the full and complete  
revelation of God’s Mercy and Grace and Truth to fallen sinners—
all wrapped up in swaddling clothes, lying in a manger, given    
especially for you.  Merry Christmas! 
 
                                                          In His love and service, 



 

Prayer thought 

 

The Lutheran hour 

 

December 2 (Ruth 1-2) 
"Reality Therapy" 

Speaker: Rev. Dr. Michael Zeigler 
The book of Ruth deals with unimportant people and              

unimportant matters, but deals with them in such a way as to 
show that God is active in ordinary lives-like yours and mine. 
Ruth's story became an important part of the story of Jesus. 

Listening to God's work in her life can rescue us from dead end 
delusions and bring us into what is most real-a Jesus-centered 

reality. 
 

December 9 (Ruth 3-4) 
"Redeemer with a Capital R" 

Speaker: Rev. Dr. Michael Zeigler 
When people use the word "redeem" outside of religious     

context, they tend to use it in a commercial sense-redeeming 
points from purchases or casino tokens for cash. In the Bible, 
the word "redeem" is used in a family setting. In the story of 
Ruth, Boaz is a "kinsman redeemer," who points to Jesus, our 
capital-r-Redeemer. Jesus has done more than pay our points. 

He redeems by bringing us into his clan, his people, his     
household, that we might be with him forever. 

 
December 16 (Philippians 4:4-7) 
"In Anxious Times - Rejoice! " 

Guest Speaker: Rev. Dr. Anthony (Tony) Cook 
Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, rejoice. With anxiety 
on the rise, the Apostle Paul's call to "rejoice always" seems all 
but unobtainable. While there are many helpful ways to cope 

with society's increasing anxiety, Paul points us to a frequently 
overlooked source of joy and peace, God's grace in Christ. 

 
December 23 (Luke 1:26-56) 

"The King's Strength " 
Speaker: Rev. Dr. Michael Zeigler 

A true king's strength is seen, not in vaults and arsenals, but in 
the loyalty of his people. We celebrate the birth of the King 

who won the victory, not by taxing his subjects and killing his 
enemies, but by serving, loving and dying for them. By his     
resurrection, He destroyed the power of sin and lends us 

strength to become His loyal subjects. 
 

December 30 (Luke 2:27-32) 
"A Long Good-Bye" 

Guest Speaker: Dr. Dean Nadasdy 
As the year come to a close, we likely have regrets and guilt. 
We can beat ourselves up over work left undone, but Jesus 

Christ has assured us that He is your hope. His grace is more 
than sufficient to take us into another year and give us peace. 

 

WJAS 1320 AM—  Sundays 7:00 a.m. 
WWNL 1080 AM—Saturdays 3:30 p.m.                       
            - Sundays 6:00 a.m. 
                               - Sundays 5:30 p.m. 

“The world is the place where we meet 
God because it is the place where God 
meets us in the Person of Jesus 
Christ.  Christ did not merely inhabit     
human flesh; He became flesh.  He made 
Himself, as God, to be one with humanity 
in the concrete, historical realities of     
human life.” 

--James Finley in Merton’s Place of Nowhere 
  

 

              EPIPHANY  
   OPEN HOUSE 

At The Litkes 
 

108 Arden Drive 
Glenshaw. Pennsylvania 15116 

 
 

Saturday, January 5, 2019 
1:00 p.m.—? 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Hope you can make it! 
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In his service  
for December  

07— Marilyn Heintz 
17— Melanie Rehder 
    -  Bob Meier 
27—Abbey Todd 
29—Heidi Todd 
31—Helen Lightell 

CHRISTMAS CAROLING  

  

“After Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea 
in the days of Herod the King, behold, wise 
men from the east came to                         
Jerusalem” (Matthew 2:1).  This year on 
Epiphany a wise man from the east will be 
coming to Bethel.  Rev. Alexei Streltzov,  
rector of the seminary of the Siberian     
Evangelical Lutheran Church, will be our 
guest.  On Sunday, January 6 He will give a 
presentation on the seminary’s work during 
the Sunday Scholl hour and will preach the 
sermon at our Epiphany service that 
day.  Please join us and hear how the Lord is 
still calling disciples throughout the world. 

A SPECIAL EPIPHANY 

Bethel will be gathering together to go out to 
the community to sing CHRISTmas carols on 
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 22. Times will be 
announced closer to the date when we see 
who we are going to visit.   

16—Cindy and Curt Hetz 
18—Jacob and Emma Swanson 
28—Gary and Heidi Swanson 



YOU are INVITED 

REMEMBER TO COLLECT…. 

WORSHIP SERVICES  
IN DECEMBER 

Zion Lutheran Church, Bridgeville would 
like to extend an invitation to you to attend 
a champagne luncheon & presentation 
from Rev. Alexei Streltsov, rector of the 
Lutheran Seminary in Novisibirsk, Russia 
at noon on Saturday January 5th.     
Following our luncheon &    presentation, 
we will have a brief ½ hour service of 
prayer and preaching in which Rev. 
Streltsov will be our guest   preacher.  The 
event should conclude by 1:30pm.  Rev. 
Streltsov will be  accompanied by Rev. Dr. 
Timothy Quill as they share the work of 
the Siberian  Evangelical Lutheran Church 
and promote a vision for lasting           
sustainability of  confessional Lutheranism 
in this part of the world.  Join us to begin 
the Epiphany season; he is a true magi 
from the East! 

December 2—10:15 a.m. 
Worship Service with Holy Communion  

 
December 5—7:00 p.m. at Zion  

Advent Midweek Service /  meal at 6:00 p.m. 
 

December 9—10:15 a.m. 
Worship Service  - Matins 

 
December 12—7:00 p.m. at Bethel 

Advent Midweek Service  / meal at 6:00 p.m. 
 

December 16—10:15 a.m. 
Worship Service with Holy Communion  

 
December 19—7:00 p.m. at  St. Johns  

Advent Midweek Service /  meal at 6:00 p.m. 
 

December 23—10:15 a.m. 
Worship Service  - Matins 

 
December 24—7:00 p.m. 

CHRISTmas Eve Candlelight Service 
 

December 25—10:15 a.m. 
Worship Service with Holy Communion 

• Cancelled postage stamps 
 

• Grocery bags 
 

• Pillow cases 
 

• Pop Tabs 
 
Place the needed items in their designated 
collection site. Any questions please see 
Donna Heintz. 



Concordia Lutheran Ministries will be   
holding their 6th Annual Live Nativity on 
SUNDAY,   DECEMBER 16 , 4:30, 5:15 and 
6:00 p.m. at 148 Marwood Road, Cabot. 
Featuring Concordia staff and residents, 
live animals, hot  beverages and           
refreshments, gifts for children 12 and   
under, live CHIRSTmas  music indoors and 
free admission. 
  
This is an outdoor presentation so guests 
are encouraged to dress warmly.   
 
The Tri-Parish Choral will be singing inside 
while you enjoy a cup of hot cocoa and 
and a cookie 

Live nativity The Pittsburgh  
Lutheran 

You can read the monthly newsletter by 
going on their website—
www.pittsburgh.lutheran.org. There are a 
few paper copies that can be found on 
the information table in the church      
narthex. 

Help decorate 

We need your help in decorating the    
sanctuary at Bethel for the Advent/
CHRISTmas season. Plan to join us on 
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 8 at 3:00 p.m. 
We may choose to all go out for dinner   
afterwards.  

Please assist in supporting our Marines as 
they collect toys for underprivileges      
children. Your donation of $90 will         
purchase a bicycle for a child who might 
not receive one otherwise. If you can help 
out Al  Todd III on December 6 at 11:30 
a.m. transporting the bike sign up at 
www.alsbikedrive.org 

AL’s BikE dRivE 

Festival of  
carols and lessons 

This year Bethel will be joining Zion and 
St. Johns as we bring our annual 
presentation of a ”Festival of Carols and 
Lessons”  to Concordia at Rebecca and 
Highpointe in Allison Park on JANUARY 
6. We need participants who can read a 
Bible verse, sing or play an instrument. 
Sign up in the narthex if you can join in 
this event. There will be choir practice 
after each mid week advent service.  



Thanks fROm  
rev. mCCants 

Unity Lutheran Church in Pittsburgh, sent 
Bethel a thank you letter for the donation of 
$995.45 that they received for their Children’s 
After-School Outreach Ministry. They bring 
the love of Christ to the at-risk youths in the 
Homewood - Brushton community of           
Pittsburgh. Since its inception in 1989, they 
have been a mainstay to the families of this 
communion, especially since some of the  
parents were once children in our Outreach 
Ministry.  
  
They have the University of Pittsburgh’s under
-graduate and graduate schools of Social 
Work, Elementary Education, pre-law and pre
-med students assisting in tutoring and     
mentoring the youth minds. They also have 
volunteers from the area sister congregations 
who prepare food for the children to eat      
before they home. In a lot of cases, these 
meals are usually the last meal these kids will 
receive until they return to school the next day 
for the free breakfast and lunch programs.  

Direct your money 

Remember to shop AmazonSmile and     
designate Bethel as the charity that will   
benefit from every dollar you spend.  
 
Also make sure you notify Thrivent and    
inform them that you would like Bethel to 
have your “Choice Dollars”. Thanks to  Carol 
Phillips for directing her dollars. Bethel     
received $152 last month. 

Financial news for October 

OCTOBER  BUDGET  ACTUAL  SURPLUS/(DEFICIT) 
INCOME  $ 5,716.86  $7,265.36  $1,548.50 
EXPENSES     8,745.53    8,183.81  (  -561.72) 
INCOME LESS 
    EXPENSES $ (3,028.67)  $ (918.45) 
 
YEAR TO DATE 
INCOME  $ 76,116.41  $87,251.88  $11.135.47 
EXPENSES  $ 96,874.26  $92,026.50  $(4,847.76) 
INC LESS EXP $(20,757.85)  $( 4,774.62)  $15,983.23 


