
Volume XXXIX, Number 10 December, 2015 

The Evangel 
Bethel Evangelical Lutheran Church 

(The Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod) 

301 Scott Avenue  Glenshaw, Pennsylvania  15116 

 
Phone:  (412) 486-5777      www.bethelglenshaw.org      Fax:  (412) 487-8328 

Mission Statement 
In our commitment to mission, Bethel 

Evangelical Lutheran Church will 

proclaim and witness to God’s salvation 

in our community and the world by 

preaching God’s Word and administering 

the Sacraments in all their truth and 

purity.” 
Adopted by the congregation on April 23, 1989 

 

 

Staff 

 

Pastor . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Arthur E. Litke 

Secretary . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Donna Heintz 

Director of Music . . . . . . . . . . . .  (vacant) 

 

 

Board of Directors 
 

Executive Director . . . . . . . . .  Al Todd III 

Doctrine & Worship . . . . . . . .  Ross Betts 

Mission . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .   Fred Heintz 

Education . . . . . . . . . . .. . . Gary Swanson 

Christian Service . .. . . . .Janie Robertson 

Property . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Dave Augustine 

Finance . . . . . . . . . . . . …... .Tim Hornish 

 

Other Officers & Contact People 
 

Recording Secretary . . . . . . Donna Heintz 

Treasurer . . . . . . . . . . . . Dorothy Carlisle 

Financial Secretary . . . . . .  Paul Hoffman 

Sunday School . . . . . . . . . . . . Marie Litke 

Altar Guild . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Betty Germer 

Men’s Club/LLL . . . . . . . . . ….. .(vacant) 

Bethelites/LWML . . . . . . . . . . . . (vacant) 

Youth Group . . . . . . . . . . . Gary Swanson 

 

    Long ago, at many times and in many ways, God 

spoke to our fathers by the prophets, but in these 

last days He has spoken to us by His Son, whom 

He appointed the Heir of all things, through 

whom also He created the world. 

 

 
Hebrews 1:1, 2 (ESV) 

 
The Final Word 

 
 People, by nature, are always looking for something new.  
They will wait in line when a new movie premiers or a new  
product first goes on the market.  They get bored with the      
old--the familiar--the comfortable.  They want to experience 
something that they’ve never experienced before. 
 
 The people of God can influenced by this attitude as well.  
They’ve heard all the “old stuff” before.  They want something 
new.  But the writer to the Hebrews reminds us that the God 
who became incarnate at Christmas is His final Word.  Through 
His creation of the world, His giving of the Law, His sending of 
the prophets, and through all of His dealings with His people, He 
has said to them, “at many times and in many ways,” that He 
loves them. 
 
 His fullest and final revelation of Himself and especially of 
His redeeming love for lost sinners like us came in the form of a 
helpless Baby lying in a manger.  God has revealed His love for 
us by becoming One of us and One with us.  This is His final 
Word to us.  This says it all.  This is what we celebrate at   
Christmas and this is what we value above all else. 
 
 May your celebration of the incarnation assure you that 
God’s redeeming love for you, revealed so long ago in the Christ 
of Christmas, is nevertheless new each and every day.  A 
blessed Christmas to all! 
      In His love and service, 

 



 

     Our annual Festival of Lessons and Carols 
will be held on Sunday, December 20  at 
2:00 p.m. at Concordia Lutheran Ministries at  
Rebecca Residence.   
 If you would like to participate in this 
wonderful program, sign up in the narthex in 
the near future. 

Festival of 
Lessons and Carols 

Project angel tree CONCORDIA LUTHERAN    
MINISTRIES NEWS 

 Highlights from the 2015 Delegate Meet-
ing at Concordia Lutheran Ministries in 
Cabot on Sunday, November 8: 

 
 Six people elected to the Board were: 

David Alsing, Michael Fiffik, Peter Fisher, 
Stephen Johnson, Jennifer Lewis, Russell 
Lucas. 

 
 Meetings are now paperless with each 

board member now owning and using an 
Ipad. 

 
 CLM acquired a physician’s practice. 
 
 Looking to build a 100 unit apartment 

building for independent residents at Re-
becca in Allison Park.  

 
 CLM employs 25,00 people. 
 
 CLM are now in partnership with two lo-

cal hospital . They suggest Good Samari-
tan Hospice to patients as needed. 

 
 CLM is one of two facilities in nation with 

a AA– score.  
 
 They look to donate $1.75 million in 

2016 to varies missions, local and 
abroad. 

 When mom or dad is in prison, their 
children are often the silent sufferers. You 
can let them know they aren’t forgotten. 
Give the child of a prisoner the joy of 
CHIRSTmas this year.   
 This year is our 26th year participat-
ing in Project Angel Tree of Prison Fellow-
ship. Over those years we have served over 
400 children with gifts of food and 
CHIRSTmas gifts.  
 This year we will serve 15 children. 
Gifts will be due by DECEMBER 13 so that 
they can be distributed to families before 
CHRISTmas. There is a $25 limit per gift .  
 Please take an angel from the tree 
located in the narthex then sign your name 
on the paper corresponding with the gift 
number/name. 
 If you are able to help distribute  the 
gifts, see Ross Betts. 

“If nobility lies in being protective, He was 
the noblest of all men.  If freedom is in 
thought and word and action, He was the 
freest of all men.  If high birth is in pride that 
yields only to love and in aloofness that is 
ever gentle and gracious, then He was of all 
men the highest born.” 
 

Kahlil Gibran in Jesus, the Son of Man 

PRAYER THOUGHT 



DATES TO REMEMBER  

BIRTHDAYS 
                   
         03—Melissa Phillips 
 07—Marilyn Heintz 
 10—Michelle Brittner 
 17— Melanie Rehder 
         -  Bob Meier 
 27—Abbey Todd 
 29—Heidi Todd 
 31—Helen Lightell 

ANNIVERSARIES 
   
16—Cindy and Curt Hetz 

 ALTAR GUILD 
 

Betty Germer 

USHER SCHEDULE 
      

TEAM 2 
Deacon…………………...……....R.Meier Sr.                                                                                                                                     
Communion Assistant………….....J.Meier  
Ushers…………………………........F.Heintz  
                                            C. Hetz 
                                            J.Meier                   
                J.Rehder                     
        E.Stabile  
             B.Swanson  
              A. Todd,II 

WJAS-AM 1320 
SUNDAYS 7:00 A.M. 

                                    December 2015 

December 6 
"The Voice" 
Lutheran Hour Speaker: Rev. Gregory Seltz 
The voice of John the Baptist calls us to repent and 
trust in the Savior Who walked in our shoes. 
(Luke 3:1-20) 

December 13 
"The Lord is Near" 
Lutheran Hour Speaker: Rev. Gregory Seltz 
God's message is simple and straightforward:            
Jesus is near-put your trust in Him! 
(Philippians 4:4-7) 

December 20 
"The Gift in the Manger" 
Lutheran Hour Speaker: Rev. Gregory Seltz 
From the manger to the cross to resurrection life,      
God is in the giving business for all of us to receive   
and believe. 
(Luke 2:8-12) 

December 27 
"No Regrets" 
Speaker Emeritus of The Lutheran Hour: Rev. Ken Klaus 
Jesus invites you to leave your burden of regret           
at the foot of His cross. 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjQz5yjpanJAhUK4iYKHTYzD4sQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.christchurchtowanda.org%2FPDFs%2F2012AnnualReport%2FJan%252022%25202012.htm&psig=AFQjCNF2wIxYDZY41GuK7mi8UY8


Job in glenshaw 

Advent coin folders 

 You can pick up your Annual Advent 
Coin Folder in the church narthex, look for 
your name. This year the money collected 
from these folders will benefit The Lutheran 
Heritage Foundation. This ministry translates 
Lutheran periodicals into many languages that 
are used around the whole. 

 The on-site manager of Manpower  
contacted Bethel with information that there 
is a job opportunity in Glenshaw. It is for   
Assemblers. Working in a manufacturing    
facility with machines. Details on the          
responsibilities and skills necessary for this 
position are in a letter which can be found in 
the church office. For more information call 
Tiaona Cade at 412-290-8270 or email her at 
tianona.cade@manpower.com 

Gleaning from the  
board of directors  

meeting 

Clm third annual 
Live nativity 

 Concordia Lutheran Ministries will be 
holding their 3rd annual Live Nativity on 
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 13 4:00-7:00 p.m. at 
148 Marwood Road, Cabot. Featuring      
Concordia staff and residents, live animals, 
hot  beverages and refreshments, gifts for 
children 12 and under, live CHIRSTmas    
music indoors and free admission. 
 This is an outdoor presentation so 
guests are encouraged to dress warmly.   

 About 50 people attend the recent        
Oktoberfest. $700 was raised and given to 
Redeemer Lutheran School. 

 
 Clothes were collected in October and 

given to First Trinity Homeless Ministry. 
 
 Festival of Lessons and Carols will be held 

on SUNDAY, DECEMBER 20 at Rebecca 
Residence.  

 
 CHRISTmas caroling will be on           

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 19. 
 
 A balanced budget was presented and  

approved by the Board. There will be a 
congregational budget meeting on      
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 6 following the     
service.  



ADOPT A RESIDENT  FOR 
CHRISTMAS 

 Each December, many of the location 
in the Concordia Lutheran Ministries family 
participate in a program called “Adopt-a-
Resident”. Skilled nursing and personal care 
residents provide the activities staff with a 
wish list. Then employees, community    
members and churches ‘adopt’ a resident to 
make sure  they have a gift to open for 
CHRISTmas.  
 If interested in participating in the   
program contact Robert Breninghouse at 724-
352-1571 ext. 8241. Deadline for gifts is    
December 14. 

 The theme for this year's midweek Ad-
vent series at Bethel will be "The 
Blessings of the Coming Christ." The           
individual themes and texts are as follows: 
 
December 2--"Our Hope" (1 Timothy 1:1) 
December 9--"Our Joy" (Luke 2:10, 11) 
December 16--"Our Peace" (Ephesians 2:14). 
 
Each service will begin at 7:00 p.m. 

Mid week  
advent services 

Decorating the 
 sanctuary 

 Plan to come and help to decorate 
the sanctuary on TUESDAY, DECEMBER 1. 
We will enjoy a soup and sandwich dinner 
at 6:30 then get to work beautifying the 
church for CHRISTmas. 

Used stamps 

 This holiday season many of us will 
be receiving CHRISTmas cards from friends 
and family. The Canadian Bible Society       
collects donations of used stamps. This   
program has been in existence for at least 
30 years. The  revenue generated from the 
stamps allow Canadian bible Society to   
purchase Bibles for Canadian prison       
ministry. Ten pounds of stamps equal      
approximately five Bibles for distribution. Rip 
the stamp off of the envelope leaving about 
1/4 border around the whole stamp.  
 Bring your stamps in to church and 
place them  in the designated box in the 
narthex. 

CHRISTMAS CAROLING 

 Don’t you just love to sing CHRISTmas 
carols?  Plan to join us on SATURDAY, 
DECMEBER 19 as we go to the homes of   
shut-ins and Angel Tree families and spread 
the Good News of the birth of our  Savior by 
singing familiar hymns and carols. We will 
start with a light dinner at 5:00 p.m. at the 
church and end with libations. 

Ringers needed 

 Bethel’s Merry Ringers will participate 
in the Festival of Lessons and Carols on DE-
CEMBER 20 at Rebecca Residence and also 
at the  CHRISTmas Eve service. 
 If you can count to four and would 
like to make a joyful noise. Please consider 
becoming a hand bell ringer. If interested 
see Donna Heintz. 



                   BUDGETED INCOME         ACTUAL INCOME    SURPLUS/(DEFICET) 
 
October  $  10,737.27    $      7,909.60    ($  2,827.67    
Y-T-D   $ 105,068.32   $   123,368.51         + $ 18,300.19 
 
   BUDGETED EXPENSES ACTUAL EXPENSES    SURPLUS/(DEFICET)  
 
September  $    9,945.61   $    9,583.71                     ($     361.90)   
Y-T-D   $  105.805.23  $ 104,777.76               ($    1,027.47)   
 
 
 For October, we expected to run a surplus of $791.66.   Our actual deficit was $1,674.11.    
 

Financial news 

UNSCRAMBLE CHRISTMAS 

Pastor receives call 

 Pastor Litke has received a call to    
become a chaplain for Concordia Lutheran 
Ministries. Please remember the Litkes in 
prayer as  they seek the Lord’s will in this 
matter and feel free to let your thoughts be 
made known to them. 

Christmas Open 
House 
at the Litkes 

 
108 Arden Drive 

Glenshaw, Pennsylvania  15116 
 
 

Saturday, January 2, 2015 
1:00 p.m.-? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hope you can make it! 

http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=https://paisleyperspective.files.wordpress.com/2014/12/manger_nativity_scene_decal.jpg&imgrefurl=http://paisleyperspective.com/tag/jesus/&h=245&w=300&tbnid=_NMeyGjY7CNn4M:&docid=mFwlxrl2dP1xEM&hl=en&ei=E3xYVqiLHIrKmwHT


    
       

Tuesday, (December 6)                        Decorating the Church                      6:30 p.m. 

 

 

Wednesday (December 2)   Advent Worship Service          7:00 p.m. 

 

Second Sunday in Advent (December 6) Sunday School           9:00 a.m. 

      Worship          10:15 a.m. 

 

Wednesday (December 9)   Advent Worship Service          7:00 p.m. 

 

Third Sunday in Advent (December 13) Sunday School           9:00 a.m. 

      Worship          10:15 a.m. 

       

Wednesday (December 16)   Advent Worship Service          7:00 p.m 

 

Friday (December 18)   CHRISTmas Caroling           5:00 p.m. 

 

Fourth Sunday in Advent (December 20) Sunday School           9:00 a.m. 

      Worship          10:15 a.m. 

Festival of Lessons and Carols         2:00 p.m. 

      (at Rebecca Residence) 

 

Christmas Eve (December 24)  Service of Carols and Candlelight         7:00 p.m. 

 

Christmas Day (December 25)  Worship          10:15 p.m. 

 

Sunday after Christmas (December 27) Sunday School           9:00 a.m. 

      Worship          10:15 a.m. 

 

 

Saturday (January 2)    Open House at the Litkes       1:00 p.m.-? 

 

Sunday (January 3)    .Epiphany Service        10:15 a.m. 

                         

  Holiday Events  




