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the Sacraments in all their truth and 
purity.” 
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“O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the city that kills the 
prophets and stones those who are sent to 
it!  How often would I have gathered your chil-
dren together as a hen gathers her brood under 
her wings, and you would not!  . . . For I tell 
you, you will not see Me again, until you say, 
‘Blessed is He who comes in the name of the 
Lord.’” 

  
Matthew 23:37; 39 (ESV) 

  

  

Last Call 
  

  
The words quoted above were spoken by Jesus as He wept over the  
holy city shortly before He entered it to face betrayal, arrest, trial, 
abuse, condemnation, suffering, and death.  He was grieving not       
because of what lie ahead for Him, but because of what lie ahead for 
those who reject His ongoing call to repentance and faith. 
  
That call is extended to us as well.  We may think about it especially as 
we enter the penitential season of Lent, but we are constantly being call 
to repentance and faith by our gracious Lord and Savior.  And we have 
no idea when His call to us will be the “last call.”  Will this be our last 
Ash Wednesday on earth?  Will we have another chance to repent and 
believe before He returns in judgment?  We have no way of knowing 
for sure. 
  
That’s why it is so important that we live in a constant state of          
repentance for our sin and faith in His redeeming grace.  Whether we 
are awake or asleep, whether we are healthy or sick, whether we will 
live or die, we are safe and secure if our confidence is in Him.  As His 
Word assures us:  “’In a favorable time I listened to you, and in a day 
of salvation I have helped you.’  Behold, now is the favorable time;  
behold, now is the day of salvation”   (2 Corinthians 6:2). 
  
  
                                                                In His love and service, 



PRAYER THOUGHT 

WJAS-AM 1320 
SUNDAYS 7:00 A.M. 

Thank you letters 

When you pray, you profess that 
you are not God and that you 
wouldn’t want to be, that you 
haven’t reached your goal yet, 
and that you never will reach it in 
this life, that you must constantly 
stretch out your hands and wait 
again for the gift which gives 
New Life. This attitude is         
difficult because it makes you  
vulnerable.” 
       -Henri J. M. Nouwen in     
             With Open Hands 

February 4 
"Lift up your eyes on high and see:  

who created these?" 
Guest Speaker: Rev. Dr. Dale A. Meyer 

There's much in science that witnesses to God. 
Dr. Meyer says telescopes and microscopes 

can further evangelism more than soap boxes. 
(Isaiah 40:21-31) 

 
 

February 11 
"Was Blind, But Now I See" 

Speaker Emeritus of The Lutheran Hour:  
Rev. Dr. Ken Klaus 

Would you rather be blind or visioned?  
That's an easy one. But, how does a spiritually 

blind person become seeing 
(2 Corinthians 4:3) 

 
 

February 18 
"Pay Attention to What You Hear “ 

Guest Speaker: Rev. Dr. Dale A. Meyer 
Lent calls us to take deep into our being the 

 life-changing words of God. The result? Obedi-
ence, changes in desires, and blessings. 

(James 1:12-18) 
 
 

February 25 
"Living and Dying" 

Speaker Emeritus of The Lutheran Hour:  
Rev. Dr. Ken Klaus 

Looking at sinful mankind, Jesus found what he 
was willing to die, and to live for.  
Are we willing to do the same? 

Bethel received two thank you letters. One 
from the Synod for the Disaster  Relief Fund 
in the amount of $515. The President Rev. 
Harrison personally signed the letter (see on 
the social hall information board).  
 
We also  received a thank you from First         
Trinity Ev. Lutheran Church for the monetary 
gift of $584.70 for their Campus Ministries and 
$198.48 for the Pittsburgh Lutheran Center for 
the Blind. 
 
Redeemer Lutheran School also sent a thank  
you for the gift of $584.70. 
 
 
Also a card that read:  
 
To Pastor Litke and parishioners, Thank you 
so much for opening your church for our   
family and fire department on the night of the 
fire. Also for the gift of money for our family. 
We are so grateful to have you all as our 
neighbors. You all have been so wonderful to 
us with my cancer now with the fire. I thank 
God daily we have you in our life.   
     The Whites 



    DATES  TO  remember 

 BIRTHDAY  
  04—Christine Betts 
  14—Kim Ebbert 
        - Jacob Swanson 
  23—Al Todd III 
  26—Marie Litke 

Head Usher……………...........Paul Hoffman 
 
Communion Asst…………….....Tim Hornish 
 
Offering Usher…………...…...Eddie Stabile 
 
Altar Guild………………………...Lynn Betts                       

            Marie Litke

             ANNIVERSARIES 
       14—David and Carole Archer 
  

In his service 

Lenten Worship 

We will once again observe Lent with a series 
of midweek worship services.  Each service 
will begin at 7:00 p.m. 
  
We will begin the Lenten season with a     
service of Holy Communion on Ash   
Wednesday evening.  This service will also 
include the imposition of ashes as a sign of 
repentance for those who desire it. 
  
On the following five Wednesday evenings 
we will gather for worship around the theme 
“The Way of the Cross” with the following   
topics and texts: 
  

February 21 
“The Sentence”  

(Matthew 27:24-26) 
  
  

February 28 
The Reluctant Helper”  

(Mark 15:20,21) 
 
  

March 7 
”The Daughters of Jerusalem”  

(Luke 23:27-31) 
 
  

March 14 
“The Sacrifice”  

(Luke 23:33; 44-46) 
  
 

March 21 
“The Burial”  

(John 19:38-42) 
  

Pittsburgh lutheran 

You can read the Pittsburgh Lutheran by 
sending your email to: 
   pittsburgh.lutheran.editors@gmail.com 
There are some hard copies in the narthex 
for those who do not have access to a 
computer or do not have an email. 



FINANCIAL REPORT—THROUGH DECEMBER 2017 

A senior citizen’s  
confession  

     
 

Budgeted Income  Actual Income  Surplus/(Deficit) 

DECEMBER   
 

$ 11,658.04   $  37,703.79   $ 26,045.75 

YEAR-TO-DATE 
 

$121,083.15  $148,178.85  $ 27,095.70 

     
 

Budgeted Expenses Actual Expenses  Surplus/(Deficit) 

DECEMBER  
 

$   9,656.18    $   9,939.85   $      283.67  

YEAR-TO-DATE 
 

 
Y-T-D Income 

$120,949.40 
 

 
$        133.75 

$118,915.07 
 

 
$29,263.78 

 $($2,034.33)  
 

 
$29,130.03 

Less Expenses                       

December income inflated by a contribution from First Lutheran Church (Sharpsburg) of  
$16,333.00.  Also, several one-time large contributions were made in December.  

I am the life of the party….even if it lasts 
until 8 p.m. 
 
I am very good at opening childproof 
caps… with a hammer. 
 
I am awake before my body allows me to 
get up 
  
I am smiling all the time because I cannot 
hear what you are saying. 
 
I am sure every thing I cannot find is in a 
safe place somewhere. 
 
I am wrinkled, saggy, lumpy and that is just 
my left leg. 
 
I am beginning to realize that aging is not 
for wimps. 
 
But as a senior citizen I think I am having 
the time of my life. 
 
 Spread the laughter 
 Share the Good News 
 Let’s be happy while we are here! 

FIRST OF MANY 

Dr. Gary Swanson has been conducting 
children’s sermons for over 15 years. On 
Sunday, January 28 he presented his talk 
to his first grandson, Oliver. This is the   
beginning of many more grandchildren and 
sermons given to them in love. 



  

 

     

 



 


