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Mission Statement 
In our commitment to mission, Bethel 
Evangelical Lutheran Church will 
proclaim and witness to God’s salvation 
in our community and the world by 
preaching God’s Word and administering 
the Sacraments in all their truth and 
purity.” 

Adopted by the congregation on April 23, 1989 
 
 

Staff 
 
Pastor . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Arthur E. 
Litke 
Secretary . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Donna Heintz 
Director of Music . . . . . . . . . . . .  (vacant) 
 
 

Board of Directors 
 
Executive Director . . . . . . . . .  Al Todd III 
Doctrine & Worship . . . . . . . .  Ross Betts 
Mission . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .   Fred Heintz 
Education . . . . . . . . . . .. . . Gary Swanson 
Christian Service . .. . . . .Janie Robertson 
Property . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Dave Augustine 
Finance . . . . . . . . . . . . …... .Tim Hornish 
 

Other Officers & Contact People 
 

Recording Secretary . . . . . . Donna Heintz 
Treasurer . . . . . . . . . . . . Dorothy Carlisle 
Financial Secretary . . . . . .  Paul Hoffman 
Sunday School . . . . . . . . . . . . Marie Litke 
Altar Guild . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Betty Germer 
Men’s Club/LLL . . . . . . . . . ….. .(vacant) 
Bethelites/LWML . . . . . . . . . . . . (vacant) 
Youth Group . . . . . . . . . . . Gary Swanson 

 
    Greater love has no one than this, that    

someone lay down his life for his friends. 
 

1 Corinthians 13:13 (ESV) 

 

True Love 
 

 
 With Valentine’s Day being February 14, this is a time of the 
year when we are bombarded with all kinds of talk about “love.”  This 
“love,” we are told, is one of the deepest human emotions and it can be 
expressed, especially on Valentine’s Day, with cards, flowers, candies, 
jewelry, and whatever else the people who tell us this are trying to sell 
us. 
 
 Jesus talked about love too.  More than that, He expressed it 
fully.  But the love that He talked about and expressed for us is         
altogether different from what we hear about in our world.  His         
unconditional, Self-sacrificing love for us is what we will meditate on 
during the penitential season of Lent, which begins on Ash Wednesday, 
February 10. 
 
 Love, according to Jesus, is not essentially an emotion or a  
feeling that we have no control over; it is a conscious and deliberate 
attitude that one has for the one that he or she loves.  True love is a 
willingness to place someone else ahead of ourselves--to consider that 
person’s needs and well-being and happiness to be a greater priority 
than our own.  This is what the Savior was talking about when He 
made the statement quoted above.  And He made that statement on the 
eve of His suffering and death, through which He manifested His     
redeeming love for us. 
 
 Love is one of those words that often used but seldom           
understood.  True love is not an investment; it is a gift.  It is not        
dependent on whether we or not it is returned.  We do not love in order 
to get something out of it; we love in order to give to the one we love.  
The truest love of all is Jesus’ redeeming love for us, as John the   
evangelist tells us:  “In this is love, not that we have loved God but that 
He loved us and sent His Son to be the Propitiation for our sins”(1 John 
4:10). 
 
                                                                In His love and service, 

http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=from+the+pastor+clip+art&view=detailv2&&id=DAEAA63084344E2856B0BF21F19C882DE4AAE73F&selectedIndex=24&ccid=Eca9GrS8&simid=608011587220866505&thid=OIP.M11c6bd1ab4bc992e19843b94c695f3a1o0


 Thank you from First 

Trinity Evangelical   

Lutheran Church for 

the gift of $574.40 for 

Campus Ministries and 

for the gift of $174.80 

for the Pittsburgh Lutheran Center for the 

Blind. 

 Thank you from Redeemer Lutheran 

School for the recent contribution of $574.40 

to  Redeemer Lutheran School. (Actual thank 

you letters received can be found on the  

bulletin board in the basement Social Hall.) 

Thank YouS 

PRAYER THOUGHT 

  

 “I would not give confession up for 

all the treasure of the world.  Still, it dare 

not be made a command, lest it be turned 

into a matter of conscience, as though a 

person would dare not to commune without 

first making confession.  Nevertheless, we 

ought never to despise confession.  You 

cannot hear God’s Word too frequently, nor 

impress it so deeply upon your heart that it 

could not be done still better.” 

       Martin Luther, in a 1524 sermon 

                   BUDGETED INCOME         ACTUAL INCOME    SURPLUS/(DEFICIT) 
 
December   $  11,431.07    $    9,947.03        ($1,484.04)      
   2015  $126,639.00    $ 141,435.05           +$14,796.05 
  
   BUDGETED EXPENSES ACTUAL EXPENSES    SURPLUS/(DEFICIT)  
 
December  $  10,165.59    $ 9,225.77      ($ 938.82      
  2015   $ 126,638.23   $123,689.18            ($ 2,949.05)    
 
SUMMARY   ANTICIPATED  SURPLUS/(DEFICIT) 
December   $   1,265.00   $      721.26 
 2015    $           .77   $ 17,745.87 
  
 

Financial news 



DATES TO REMEMBER  

BIRTHDAYS 
 04—Christine Betts 
 07—Scott Kulich 
 14—Kim Ebbert 
        - Jacob Swanson 
 23—Al Todd III 
 26—Marie Litke 
 28—Jeanne Zembruski 
 

ANNIVERSARIES 
   
  
 14—David and Carole Archer 
 

 

 COUNTING COMMITTEE 
 
    7—Heintz. F 
  14—Meier 
  21—Heintz.M 
  28—Hetz 

USHER SCHEDULE 
      
TEAM 2 
Deacon…………………...……....R.Meier Sr.                                                                                                                  
Communion Assistant………….....J.Meier  
Ushers…………………………........F.Heintz  
                                            C. Hetz 
                                            J.Meier                   
                J.Rehder                     
        E.Stabile  
             B.Swanson  
              A. Todd,II 

WJAS-AM 1320 
SUNDAYS 7:00 A.M. 

February 2016 

February 7 
"It's Best to Be with Jesus " 
Lutheran Hour Speaker: Rev. Dr. Gregory Seltz 
Life is not a do-it-yourself project.                        
To live life to its fullest, we need Jesus. 
(Luke 9:28-36) 

February 14 
"Call on Him " 
Lutheran Hour Speaker: Rev. Dr. Gregory Seltz 
Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord         
will be saved. Everyone? Yes! 
(Romans 10:11-13 ) 

February 21 
"Body and Soul Salvation " 
Lutheran Hour Speaker: Rev. Dr. Gregory Seltz 
In Christ, we have a "Body and Soul"                 
Savior for "Jekyll and Hyde" sinners. 
(Philippians 3:17-4:1) 

February 28 
"Follow Him " 
Speaker Emeritus of The Lutheran Hour:            
Rev. Dr. Ken Klaus 
Is your life is headed in the wrong direction?        
Jesus says, "Follow Me!" 
(Matthew 9:9) 

ALTAR GUILD 
 

Dorothy Carlisle 
Charlotte Hornish 



What is the AmazonSmile Foundation? 

The AmazonSmile Foundation is a 501(c)(3) 

private foundation created by Amazon to    

administer the AmazonSmile program. All   

donation amounts generated by the           

AmazonSmile program are remitted to the 

AmazonSmile Foundation. In turn, the       

AmazonSmile Foundation donates those 

amounts to the charitable organizations     

selected by our customers.  

How does AmazonSmile work? 

When first visiting AmazonSmile, customers are 

prompted to select a charitable organization 

from almost one million eligible organizations 

(WE HOPE YOU WILL CHOOSE BETHEL        

LUTHERAN CHURCH). In order to browse or 

shop at AmazonSmile, customers must first   

select a charitable organization. For eligible     

purchases at  AmazonSmile, the AmazonSmile 

Foundation will donate 0.5% of the purchase 

price to the customer’s selected charitable    

organization. You can use Amazon Prime 

How does BETHEL receive the                   

donations? Each quarter, the AmazonSmile 

Foundation makes donations to eligible       

charitable organizations by electronic funds 

transfer. Donations will be transferred           

approximately 45 days after the end of each  

calendar quarter. To account for Product       

returns, a portion of the quarterly donations will 

be withheld until the next donation cycle,     

subject to any reduction due to returns from pri-

or quarters. 

SUPPORT BETHEL BY 
 SHOPPING AT AmazonSmile. 

SWEETHEART SUPPER 
AT  

BETHEL BISTRO 

 Bethel will once more hold their   

annual Valentine Dinner thanks to the 

Swanson family and the youth group on 

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 13 at 5:00 p.m.  

This wonderful fondue dinner is a great 

way to celebrate the love you have for 

your ‘better half’. There is 

no charge but a   donation 

will benefit the North Hills 

Community Outreach Food 

Bank. Please sign up in 

the narthex if you plan to 

attend, seating is limited. 



North hill community  
outreach 

Bethel will still be       

collecting non-perishable 

food for the North Hills 

Food Bank Outreach. 

Please place your items 

on the designated  table located in the   

basement Social Hall. We will be collecting 

until February 28. Your  donation will help 

many throughout the  community. 

Angel tree update 

Be a star! 

Kean Theater in Gibsonia, 

PA is hosting a KEAN 

QUEST vocal contest for   

children 18 and  under 

and for adults. For more       

Information on audition 

dates see poster in Social Hall or call 724-625

-3770. Maybe you can be the next Jackie  

Evancho!  

 
This year repre-

sents the 26th year 

of participation in 

Prison  Fellowship’s    

Project   Angel Tree 

for Bethel. This  

program, sponsored by Charles Colson’s  

Prison  Ministry, helps local churches connect 

with families of particular needs at    

CHRISTmas: those where one or more    

parent are in prison. 

 This year we served families, 15    

children in all, from as far north as New  

Castle and as far south as Homestead and 

Braddock. We presented gospel materials as 

well as gifts that the children had requested 

given to them on behalf of the absent     

parent. We have been serving some families 

for many years showing the love of Christ 

and promoting reconciliation between      

individuals, families and communities.  

 We are in need of someone to fill the 

oil candles every few weeks. If you can find 

a little time in your busy life to lend a hand 

and help with this small duty please see   

Marie Litke or Donna Heintz. 

Altar guild help needed 

Altar flowers 

 If you would like to place flowers on 

the  altar through out the year please fill out 

a flower form which can be found on the 

narthex table and put it in F. Heintz      

mailbox. Even if you want the same as last 

year, please fill out a new form with correct 

dates and occasions listed. Do not just add 

your name to the flower list located on the 

narthex bulletin board. 



BIBLICAL TOUR OF 
GREECE AND TURKEY  

There will be a 

Soup and Sandwich 

Supper on ASH 

WEDNESDAY,  FEB-

RUARY 10 at 6:00 

p.m. in the Social Hall prior to the Ash 

Wednesday Worship Service. Sign up in 

the narthex if you plan to attend this great 

opportunity to break bread with your 

brothers and sisters in Christ. 

Lenten supper 

October 4-14, 2016 – “Following the 

Apostle Paul” –To Corinth, Athens, Phi-

lippi, Thessalonica, etc. – Includes a 

Cruise of the Greek Islands to Patmos 

& Ephesus – $3854 from New York – 

Includes all the flights, meals, lodging, 

guides, tips, entrance fees, etc. – Will 

even make arrangements for the flight 

to New York from your home!         

Brochure available  –    Contact Darold 

Reiner, retired LCMS Pastor – 406-890-

1149 or imhis38@gmail.com 

 

Midweek  
Lenten worship 

We will observe the penitential season of Lent 

with a series of midweek Lenten services,       

beginning with a service of Holy Communion on 

Ash Wednesday, February 10.  This will be      

followed by a series of five services focusing on 

the theme:  “Scenes of His Suffering.”            

The specific messages in this series are as      

follows: 

 

Feb. 17  “The Upper Room” (Mark 14:13-15) 

Feb. 24  “The Garden” (John 18:1) 

Mar. 2    “The High Priest’s House” (Luke 22:54) 

Mar. 9   “The Praetorium” (Mark 15:16) 

Mar. 16  “The Place of the Skull” (John 19:17) 

 

Each service will begin at 7:00 p.m.  Join us as 

we walk with our Savior the way of the cross. 

There will be a soup/sandwich supper before 

the Ash Wednesday service only, beginning at 

6:00 p.m. 

Hymns 

If you have a favorite hymn that you would 

like to sing during a worship service, write it 

down and place it in the designated box in the 

narthex.  

mailto:imhis38@gmail.com


Gleanings from the 
Board of director  

meeting 

 Bethel will utilize the Thrivent “Action 

Team” program where each Thrivent 

member can request twice a year for 

$250 visa card to be used by Bethel for 

any project for the community that    

involves volunteers. 

 Bethel will be broadening their ministry 

to Rebecca Residence to include        

visitations to residents with no family or 

few visits. 

 Bethel will participate in Amzonsmile 

program (see article in this issue for 

more information on this program). 

 Upcoming events: Sweetheart Dinner, 

Ash Wednesday soup and sandwich   

prior to worship service. 

Exciting Opportunity with competitive pay 

and benefits! Sisters of Divine Providence, 

located in the North Hills, is  seeking      

full-time and part-time Certified Nurse 

Aides and Med Techs for care for their 

residents, all shifts.  Please email resume 

to erica.burkarth@laroche.edu or Fax to 

412-318-3323. 

 

Nicole Davis 

Mission Advancement Coordinator 

Sisters of Divine Providence 

9000 Babcock Blvd. 

Allison Park, PA 15101 

412.635.5437 

cdpsisters.org 

facebook.com/cdpsisters 

Certified nurse aides/
med tech wanted 

Perks to pray and play 

 At Shop ’n Save in Glenshaw,        

Rochester Road, and Pines Plaza, Bethel can 

receive a 2% rebate in the form of a gift 

card. All you need to do is fill out a form 

(found on the narthex information table). 

Bethel’s ID number is #61, which is already 

on the form. You still receive your normal 

customer rewards and pumps perks. This is 

just one way that Shop n’ Save gives back to 

the community. 

Updating our records 

 We will be updating our data base 

and will be asking each parishioner their 

current email address, birth and anniver-

sary dates. Also needed will be a current 

mailing address and a phone number 

where you can be reached. Our goal to is 

offer the Evangel and Calendar via email 

and/or website with only having to print a 

couple hard copies for those who still like 

to hold on to a piece of paper when read-

ing. Also any important news that happens 

during the week, i.e. cancellations, prayer 

request, etc. can be communicated via 

email. Your email address will not be given 

out to any company. We appreciate your 

cooperation.  

mailto:erica.burkarth@laroche.edu
tel:412-318-3323
tel:412.635.5428
http://cdpsisters.org/
http://facebook.com/cdpsisters

