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Mission Statement 
In our commitment to mission, Bethel 

Evangelical Lutheran Church will 

proclaim and witness to God’s salvation 

in our community and the world by 

preaching God’s Word and administering 

the Sacraments in all their truth and 

purity.” 
Adopted by the congregation on April 23, 1989 

 

 

Staff 

 

Pastor . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Arthur E. Litke 

Secretary . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Donna Heintz 

Director of Music . . . . . . . . . . . .  (vacant) 

 

 

Board of Directors 
 

Executive Director . . . . . . . . .  Al Todd III 

Doctrine & Worship . . . . . . . .  Ross Betts 

Mission . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .   Fred Heintz 

Education . . . . . . . . . . .. . . Gary Swanson 

Christian Service . .. . . . .Janie Robertson 

Property . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Dave Augustine 

Finance . . . . . . . . . . . . …... .Tim Hornish 

 

Other Officers & Contact People 
 

Recording Secretary . . . . . . Donna Heintz 

Treasurer . . . . . . . . . . . . Dorothy Carlisle 

Financial Secretary . . . . . .  Paul Hoffman 

Sunday School . . . . . . . . . . . . Marie Litke 

Altar Guild . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Betty Germer 

Men’s Club/LLL . . . . . . . . . ….. .(vacant) 

Bethelites/LWML . . . . . . . . . . . . (vacant) 

Youth Group . . . . . . . . . . . Gary Swanson 

 

    And behold, the star that they had 

seen when it rose went before them 

until it came to rest over the place 

where the Child was.  When they 

saw the star, they rejoiced exceed-

ingly with great joy. 

 
Matthew 2:9, 10 (ESV) 

 

His Guidance 
 

 The Epiphany Gospel is interesting enough in itself, but the  

apparently minor detail that Matthew relates regarding the wise men’s 

second sighting of the so-called “star of Bethlehem” is even more     

interesting (to me, at least).  It appears that the star led them to          

Jerusalem and then disappeared for a time (or at least they did not see 

it).  Then, after their meeting with Herod, it reappeared, causing them 

to rejoice, and guided them to the end of their journey. 

 

 There is a lesson here for us.  We seek the Lord’s guidance and 

we receive it, but there are those times in the life of each of us when we 

don’t particularly see His guidance or even feel His presence.  Saint 

John of the Cross called this experience the “dark night of the soul.” 

 

 God is always with us, just as surely as He was with the wise 

men throughout their journey, but sinners like us have so many things 

in our lives that obscure His presence and His guidance.  This is       

particularly true as we anticipate the future with all of its cares and    

uncertainties. 

 

 The Good News for us is that God has manifested His presence, 

His guidance, and, most of all, His salvation in the Child who embodies 

all that God is.  Like the wise men, we can “rejoice exceedingly with 

great joy” in the knowledge that He is with us in this new year and   

beyond—to guide and sustain us, to forgive and strengthen us, and 

above all to love and accept us.  All will be well no matter, because He 

is the One who is King of all.  A blessed Epiphany! 

 

                                                                In His love and service, 



  On December 22, Pastor Litke        
declined the call extended to him by       
Concordia Lutheran Ministries to serve as a 
chaplain at three of their facilities.  His letter 
to    Concordia is included in this issue of the 
Evangel.  Pastor and Marie thank you for 
your prayers and counsel during the time of 
deliberation. 

Thank You 
PRAYER THOUGHT 

  

 “The meek man is not a human 
mouse afflicted with a sense of his own  
inferiority.  Rather he may be in his moral 
life as bold as a lion and as strong as   
Samson; but he has stopped being fooled 
about himself.  He has accepted God’s    
estimate of his own life.  He knows he is as 
weak and helpless as God has declared him 
to be, but paradoxically, he knows at the 
same time that he is in the sight of God of 
more  importance than angels.  In himself,    
nothing; in God, everything.” 
 
--W. Tozer in The Pursuit of God 

                   BUDGETED INCOME         ACTUAL INCOME    SURPLUS/(DEFICET) 
 
November  $   10,139.61    $      8,119.51    ($  2,020.10)    
Y-T-D   $ 115,207.93   $   131,488.02         + $ 16,280.09 
 
   BUDGETED EXPENSES ACTUAL EXPENSES    SURPLUS/(DEFICET)  
 
November  $    10,667.41  $    9,685.65                    ($      981.76)   
Y-T-D   $  116,472.64  $ 114,463.41               ($    2,009.23)   
 
 
 For November, we expected to run a deficit of $527.80   Our actual deficit was $1,566.14    

Financial news 



DATES TO REMEMBER  

BIRTHDAYS 
                   
         01 -  Ross Hornish 
 09 – Al Todd II 
 15 – Betty Germer 
 25 – Nolan Phillips 
 27 – Andrew Rehder 

ANNIVERSARIES 
   
10 – Bob and Dorothy Carlisle 

 COUNTING COMMITTEE 
 

January   3—M. Heintz 
     10—Meiers 
     17—F. Heintz 
     24—Hetz 
     31—F. Heintz 

USHER SCHEDULE 
      

TEAM 1 
Deacon…………………...……....A. Todd III                                                                                                                                    
Communion Assistant……….....J. Rehder 
Ushers…………………………........ D. Archer 
                                       D. Augustine 
                                              R. Betts 
                    P. Hoffman 
        T.  Hornish 
      J. Robertson 

WJAS-AM 1320 
SUNDAYS 7:00 A.M. 

January 2016 

January 3 
"Life in Context" 
Lutheran Hour Speaker: Rev. Gregory Seltz 
Life is not up for grabs or out of control.                  
Find real life in the context of Christ's                    
cross and resurrection. 
(Ephesians 1:3-14) 

January 10 
"What's Running Your Life?" 
Lutheran Hour Speaker: Rev. Gregory Seltz 
When Christ runs your life, beauty and blessing        
flow to you and through you to others. 
(Romans 6:1-11 ) 

January 17 
"Not What You'd Expect" 
Lutheran Hour Speaker: Rev. Gregory Seltz 
Jesus turns water into wine and challenges               
our notions of what God should or shouldn't do. 
(John 2:1-11) 

January 24 
"Real Freedom" 
Lutheran Hour Speaker: Rev. Gregory Seltz 
Jesus brings the jarring message that real               
freedom can only be received from Him and             

ALTAR GUILD 
 

Cindy Hetz and Donna Heintz 





Food bank 

 Bethel will be collecting non perishable 
food for the North Hills Food Bank Outreach. 
Please place your items on the designated   
table located in the basement Social Hall. We 
will be collecting until February 28. Your   
donation will help many throughout the  
community. 

Four attributes of a 
mentor: 

Give your children        
theses four things 

#1—INSTRUCTION 
“Do not forget the things your eyes have 
seen or let them slip from your heat as long 
as you live. Teach them to your              
children”  (Deut.4:9). It is not the                
responsibility of the government or the 
school system to instill character and       
convictions in your child; it’s your job! And 
God will hold you accountable for it. 
 
 
#2— CORRECTION 
“Discipline your children while there is 
hope” (Proverbs 19:18). Children who know 
how far they can go are relieved of a great 
burden. Knowing your authority will stand 
gives them security. When they learn that no 
really means NO, they’ll be able to say it to 
others, and to their own impulses. 
 
 
#3—BLESSING 
“Joseph said unto his father, ‘They are my 
sons’...and he (Jacob) said, “Bring 
them...and I will bless them.” Old Testament 
parents laid hands on their children because 
they believed the blessing of God was    
transferable. With God’s blessing comes 
peace, long life and prosperity (see          
Deuteronomy 28).  
 
 
#4—EXAMPLE 
A great preacher once looked into the crib of 
his infant son and prayed: “Lord , if ever You 
made a man, make me one now. Let my life, 
my example and my prayers mold him into 
someone You can use. And Lord, let me die 
twenty-four hours before I say or do  any-
thing that would cause him to stumble.’ 



Write something spoiler-free about “Star Wars: The Force Awakens”? It’s a challenge, but here we go! 

Set 30 years after the events of “Return of the Jedi” (1983), J.J. Abrams — the film’s writer/director — along 

with Lawrence Kasdan, writer of the screenplays for “The Empire Strikes Back” (1980) and “Return of the Jedi,” 

provide a “Star Wars” film that looks and feels both old and new. Echoes of the original trilogy haunt the        

unfolding story of this highly anticipated film as the plot draws new characters into an intergalactic conflict and 

their small lives explode with action and adventure. After deserting his post, a young man (John Boyega), raised 

from childhood to be a Stormtrooper in the First Order, ends up on the run with a streetwise scavenger named 

Rey (Daisy Ridley) and her newly acquired droid, “BB-8.” The First Order is the resurgence of the previously   

defeated Galactic Empire once helmed by the Emperor Palpatine and Luke Skywalker’s father, Darth Vader. 

The First Order has all the familiar trappings of the old Galactic Empire: white-clad Stormtroopers, the officer  

uniforms, the Star Destroyers and the TIE Fighters, but a fever-pitch zeal replaces the past’s often banal        

bureaucratic colonialism as the First Order’s mysterious leaders work to reclaim what was lost at the hands of the 

Rebel Alliance. 

Is “The Force Awakens” purely nostalgic? Abrams manages to deliver a film that uses nostalgia to propel an    

ongoing story in a way a movie like “Jurassic World” (2015) did not. If there were no other “Jurassic Park”    

movies after this past summer’s “Jurassic World,” the film would simply stand as a fun stroll down memory lane. 

“The Force Awakens” truly whets the appetite for more and opens up a new story begging for resolution. For 

regular filmgoers, “The Force Awakens” is more like last year’s “Mad Max: Fury Road” (2015) than “Jurassic 

World.” Both “Fury Road” and “The Force Awakens” succeed in capturing something more than mere nostalgia 

while re-establishing their respective franchises. While “Jurassic World’s” Chris Pratt is very charming, the film 

essentially gave the exact sum of its parts. On the other hand, movies like “Fury Road” and “The Force Awakens” 

transcend the sum of their parts. 

“The Force Awakens” has some general plot weaknesses scrutinizers will pick apart in the weeks and years to 

come. However, its strengths are in how it handles the concept of myth within the “Star Wars” universe, its    

expansion of the concept of the Force and its continuation of the family saga which became the backbone of the 

original trilogy: “A New Hope” (1977), “The Empire Strikes Back” (1980) and “Return of the Jedi” (1983). These 

three topics are worthy of more in-depth consideration, but unfortunately require significant spoilers to dig into 

them.  

 

For Christian viewers intrigued by the idea of a family saga stretching over generations, “The Force Awakens” 

may provide encouragement to read Genesis 11-50. It’s the account of Abraham’s family as it twists and turns 

down the years from Abram to Joseph and Joseph’s 11 older brothers (the children of Israel). Readers encounter 

a family struggling to love each other and do what is right, episodes of antagonism and reconciliation, tragedy, 

joy and complex relationships between young and old heroes in the faith as the hand of God works in their lives 

driving toward the fulfillment of a promise that would bring peace between God and humanity in the eventual 

life, death and resurrection of Jesus the Christ. 

Is “The Force Awakens” the best film of the year? Probably not. But it is a genuine, bona fide “Star Wars” film, 

and fans have waited a long time for such a film. For the most part the acting is better than in the original      

trilogy, and the true standout in “The Force Awakens” is Harrison Ford reprising his iconic role as Han Solo, the 

rogue smuggler. What about Princess Leia Organa (Carrie Fisher), now General Organa, and Luke Skywalker 

(Mark Hamill)? There’s not much to say without spoiling the film. However, seeing them on-screen along with 

Han Solo, Chewbacca (Peter Mayhew), C3-P0 (Anthony Daniels) and R2D2 was a real treat. 

For both new and diehard “Star Wars” franchise fans, before and/or after heading to the theater to see “The 
Force Awakens,” watch the original trilogy to see where it all began a long time ago in a galaxy far, far away. 

MOVIE REVIEW: STAR WARS : The Force Awakens By Ted Giese 


