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“Do not think that I have come to abolish the Law or the prophets; I have 
not come to abolish them but to fulfill them.” 

Matthew 5:17 (ESV)) 
 
 

Fulfillment 
 
 Some people make the mistake of looking at the Law and the 
Gospel in a way that makes them conclude that the Gospel somehow  
cancels out the Law—that because of what Jesus did for us we are       
finished with the Law.  Nothing could be further from the truth, as Jesus 
Himself explained in His Sermon on the Mount.  What He did for us in 
His perfect life and innocent suffering and death did not do away with the 
Law or the prophecies; instead it fulfilled and completed them perfectly. 
 
 While it is true that the Law cannot save us, the Law and the 
prophets are nevertheless the Word of God and always will be.  The Ten 
Commandments are not somehow reduced to something less than      
commandments because of what Jesus did for us.  They are and always 
will be the perfect expression of God’s will for His people.  The Old  
Testament prophecies regarding the Messiah are not over and done with; 
they continue to bear witness to the fact that Jesus of Nazareth is that 
promised Messiah—that Lamb of God—that Suffering Servant of the 
Lord. 
 
 As we observe the season of Lent and recall the suffering and 
death of Jesus for our sin, we need to remember that what He               
accomplished and endured were not only for our benefit but also for the 
glory of God, that His good and gracious will has been accomplished  
perfectly and that all of His promises about atonement, redemption, and 
reconciliation have been fulfilled in the Christ who lived, suffered, died, 
and rose again for us and for our salvation.  And that is our note of joy in 
this season of repentance. 
 
 
                                                                In His love and service, 

Mission Statement 
In our commitment to mission, Bethel 
Evangelical Lutheran Church will 
proclaim and witness to God’s salvation 
in our community and the world by 
preaching God’s Word and administering 
the Sacraments in all their truth and 
purity.” 

Adopted by the congregation on April 23, 1989 
 
 

Staff 
 
Pastor . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Arthur E. Litke 
Secretary . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Donna Heintz 
Director of Music . . . . . . . . . . . .  (vacant) 
 
 

Board of Directors 
 
Executive Director . . . . . . . . .  Al Todd III 
Doctrine & Worship . . . . . . . .  Ross Betts 
Mission . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .   Fred Heintz 
Education . . . . . . . . . . .. . . Gary Swanson 
Christian Service . .. . . . .Janie Robertson 
Property . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Dave Augustine 
Finance . . . . . . . . . . . . …... .Tim Hornish 
 

Other Officers & Contact People 
 

Recording Secretary . . . . . . Donna Heintz 
Treasurer . . . . . . . . . . . . Dorothy Carlisle 
Financial Secretary . . . . . .  Paul Hoffman 
Sunday School . . . . . . . . . . . . Marie Litke 
Altar Guild . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Betty Germer 
Men’s Club/LLL . . . . . . . . . ….. .(vacant) 
Bethelites/LWML . . . . . . . . . . . . (vacant) 
Youth Group . . . . . . . . . . . Gary Swanson 



“It was for this that the Lord endured giving 
up His flesh to corruption, that we might be 
purified by the forgiveness of our sins, that is, 
through sprinkling with His blood. For what is 
written about Him has to do partly with Israel, 
partly with us. And this is what it says: ‘He 
was wounded because of our transgressions, 
and bruised because of our sins. By His 
stripes we were healed. He was led like a 
sheep to slaughter, and He was dumb like a 
lamb before its shearer.’ We ought certainly 
to give thanks exceedingly to the Lord       
because He has made known to us the past, 
and made us wise about the present, and 
about the future we are not without           
understanding.” 
 

—The Letter of Barnabas 5:1-3 

March 2015 

March 1 
"The True Author of Your Life Story" 

Lutheran Hour Speaker: Rev. Gregory Seltz 
When Christ's story becomes yours by 

faith, life changes. 
(2 Corinthians 7:10) 

March 8 
"Lifted Up" 

Lutheran Hour Speaker: Rev. Gregory Seltz 
When sinful pride lays us low, God's grace 

in Christ lifts us up again. 
(Psalm 103:8-12) 

March 15 
"The Power of God's Enduring         

Forgiveness and Grace" 
Lutheran Hour Speaker: Rev. Gregory Seltz 
Jesus offers reconciliation and restoration 
to those overcome by trouble and regret. 

(John 16:33) 

March 22 
"No Regrets? Follow Jesus!" 

Lutheran Hour Speaker: Rev. Gregory Seltz 
In the end, forgiven sinners will not regret 

having followed Jesus. 
(Matthew 16:21-26) 

March 29 
"Show Me" 

Speaker Emeritus of                                      
The Lutheran Hour: Rev. Ken Klaus 

Jesus really did die and three days later He really 
did conquer death through His resurrection. 

(John 19:17-18) 

WJAS-AM 1320 

SUNDAYS 8:00 A.M. 

PRAYER THOUGHT 

 Plan to attend our mid week service at 
7:00 p.m. to worship and hear a sermon on 
prayer: 
 
March 4: 
“Praying with Doubt” (Mark 9:22-24) 
March 11: 
“Praying without Words” (Romans 8:26, 27) 
March 18: 
“’Unanswered’ Prayer” (2 Corinthians 12:7-9) 
March 25: 
“Submission in Prayer” (Matthew 26:39) 
 
Join us as we prepare our hearts, through self
-examination and repentance, for the coming 
joy of Easter. 

MIDWEEK LENTEN WORSHIP 



DATES TO REMEMBER 

 MARCH BIRTHDAYS 

 01—Charlotte Hornish 
 03—Elisabeth Swanson 
           - Dale Kitzky 
 05—Carole Archer 
 15—Paul Hoffman 
 21—Hailee Kulich 
 24—Cassie Betts 
 29—Bob Yerkins 

MARCH ANNIVERSARIES 
 

24—Ross and Lynn Betts 

MARCH  ALTAR GUILD 
 

Dorothy Carlisle and Charlotte Hornish 

MARCH USHER SCHEDULE 
 
TEAM 2 
Deacon…………………...……..……......R.Meier Sr.                                                                                         
Communion Assistant………….……….....J.Meier  
Ushers……………………………………........F.Heintz  

C. Hetz 
J.Meier 

J.Rehder 
E.Stabile 

B.Swanson 
A. Todd,II 

OBSERVING THE SEDER 

 Passover is the great Jewish feast of     

redemption and liberation, the memorial of the 

Israelites' deliverance from their bondage in 

Egypt. The word Passover means "deliverance," 

since in the story of the Exodus Yahweh "passed 

over the houses of the  children of Israel in 

Egypt" (Ex. 12:27).    Passover is also known as 

the Feast of Unleavened Bread, since in their 

haste to flee Egypt, "the people carried off their 

dough, still unleavened" (Ex. 12:34). The lamb 

offered at each paschal meal recalls the first   

Passover sacrifice, whose blood protected the  

Israelites from the avenging angel of Yahweh (cf. 

Ex. 12:21-33). Passover is a festival of great     

rejoicing, which reveals how God "led us from 

captivity to freedom, from sadness to joy, from 

mourning to feasting, from servitude to           

redemption, from darkness to brilliant light." 

 The ritual meal which commemorates the 

events of the Exodus is called the Seder. Bethel 

will be holding a Seder on SATURDAY, MARCH 14 

at 5:00 p.m. Please sign up in the narthex so that 

we know how many seats to set up. 

GOLF OUTING 

 Concordia Lutheran Ministries will be 
holding their 12th Annual Golf Outing at 
Tressdale Golf and Country Club on MONDAY, 
JULY 13. For more information call 724-352-
1571 ext.8266. 

ADDRESS CHANGE 

Please mark your church directory, new     
address for The Rodger Family: 

48 Cedar Point Road 
Wolcott, CT 06716 



DAISY DAYS GLEANINGS FROM  

THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS  Concordia Lutheran Ministries will be 
holding their 10th Annual Fashion Show 
“Daisy Days’ on SATURDAY, MAY 2 AT 10:00 
A.M. at the Butler Country Club. This year’s 
event will be in memory of Dorothy     
Blankenbuehler, Henrietta Maurhoff and 
Leona  Zitzman. 
 There will be a Basket Auction, Mystery 
Bags and Shopping from local vendors. Lunch  
will be at 11:45 with Fashions by Phyllis at 
1:00. The tickets are $37. Deadline is April 20. 
No tickets will be sold at the door. Call Public 
Relations at 724-352-1571 ext.8266 to make 
your reservations. 
 All proceeds will be donated to       
Concordia Lutheran Ministries Good Samaritan     
Endowment Fund. 

FINANCIAL NEWS 

Bethel’s 2015 Board of Directors: 
 
Executive Director……………...….….Al Todd III 
Director of Doctrine & Worship …...Ross Betts 
Elder………………………………………….Ross Betts 
Director of Finance…………………..Tim Hornish 
Director of Missions…………….…...Fred Heintz 
Director of Christian Service…Janie Robertson 
Director of Property…………....Dave Augustine 
Director of Parshi Education…..Gary Swanson 
 
Financial Secretary………………….Paul Hoffman 
Recording Secretary……………....Donna Heintz 
Treasurer……………………...…..Dorothy Carlisle 

                         2014 Statement of Income and Expenses     

                            Bethel Evangelical Lutheran Church     

               Mission Contributions  

INCOME   Budget  Actual      

Unified Budget   $113,244.73    $  117,451.40   Redeemer School, Oakmont  $  1,184.00  

Plate    $   3,364.67    $      2,733.51   Mission Fund distribution  $  3,057.05  

Sunday School   $          272.57    $          165.23   Trinity Lutheran, Miss.  $     650.00  

Initial & Special   $      4,400.00    $      5,477.00   Holy Ghost Lutheran, Wisc.  $     500.00  

Interest/Dividend   $      4,357.27    $      4,302.38   Holy Ghost Lutheran, NY  $     500.00  

Reimbursement & Misc.  $          255.08    $      2,413.29   Pittsburgh Blind Ministry  $        97.00  

Other Income   $      4,100.00    $      3,062.00   Trinity Lutheran, Ala.  $     250.00  

Total    $  129,994.32    $  135,604.81   Sunday School Mission Fund  $        55.07  

       Concordia University Fund  $        20.00  

EXPENSE   Budget  Actual  Lutheran Bible Translators  $        33.00  

Congregation Outreach*  $      1,862.50    $      1,862.50   NH Community Outreach  $        57.00  

Pastoral Support   $    81,128.81    $    81,437.85   Budgeted Missions   $  1,862.50  

Worship Program   $      7,050.00    $      6,739.10       $  8,265.62  

Christian Witness   $          250.00    $          183.00       

Stewardship   $          270.00    $          264.46       

Christian Growth   $          785.00    $          943.40       

Youth Program   $                   -      $                   -         

Christian Service   $          500.00    $          118.49       
Administration   $    16,917.67    $    19,190.85       

Church Property   $    18,475.00    $    19,721.36       

Capital Expenditures  $                   -      $    (1,074.00)      

Total    $  127,238.98    $  129,387.01       

*--this total does not include pledged Mission Fund contributions     

           



Not Surprisingly, the origin of this well-known Lenten hymn goes ‘way back. 
 
Our first setting is a monastery in Clairvaux, France, where Saint Bernard is the abbot. Born in 1091 
to noble family, his father was a knight and his mother was known for her goodness. Bernard chose 
the life of a monk in his early twenties, and later became one of the finest and most influential 
church leaders of that period. Martin Luther wrote of Saint Bernard that “he was the best monk that 
ever lived, whom I admire beyond all the rest put together.” 
 
Largely attributed to Saint Bernard is the writing of a long, medieval Latin poem, “Salve mundi     
salutare,” with verses referring to the various parts of Christ’s body on the cross (hands, feet, 
pierced side, etc.) The hymn text is taken from the seventh portion of the poem which is addressed 
to Christ’s head. “It must be noted that recent research has raised some questions about the poem’s 
possible authorship by a later medieval author, Arnulf von Loewen.) 
 
The poem was translated into German by Lutheran hymnist Paul Gerhardt. Although he  translated 
the entire poem, the closing section has become the best known and is the basis for this hymn as 
we now know it. The most widely used English translation is that of James W. Alexander. 
 
Gerhardt was born in 1607 in Saxony, Germany, and eventually was ordained to the ministry in the 
German Reformed Church. He suffered much during the Thirty Years’ War in his early life, and later 
experienced the early loss of his wife and four children. He also became  involved in much        
theological and political controversy. He is credited with writing 132 hymn texts, reflecting an inner 
spiritual warmth not always present in earlier Lutheran hymns.    Sixteen of his hymns appear in our 
Lutheran Service Book including Lenten hymns, “A Lamb Goes Uncomplaining Forth” and “Upon the 
Cross Extended,” and the Easter hymn “Awake, My Heart with Gladness.” 
 
The tune for this hymn, oddly enough, began as a German love song written by Hans Leo Hassler, a 
writer of both secular and sacred music. It was rhythmically modified by Johann Cruger, was     
published by him in 1644, and has been associated with the German and English versions of the 
hymn ever since. 
 
As an indication of the esteem in which this hymn is held, John Sebastian Bach, a devout Christian 
and a great church musician, used this chorale five times in the well-known “St. Matthew Passion,” 
composed in 1729. 
 
May your Lenten season be blessed not only  by the Passion story but also by the many inspiring 
and moving hymns composed for and sung during this season. 
 
Submitted by the Hymn Committee 
Sources: “101 More Hymn Stories” by Kenneth W. Osbeck 
Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia 

O SACRED HEAD, NOW WOUNDED 
Hymn 450 (LSB) 



BIBLE CRYPTOGRAM 

Start with small words like I, a, of, as, he, to, be, etc. By looking for the same combi-
nations of letters more than once in a puzzle you will find the more common words. 
The combination "S X B" appears more than once and "X B"  appears 4 times together. 
so the word "THE" would be a good choice to try first. With those three letters used 
you already have 31 letters of the puzzle finished. Basically the trick is to start with 
common small words and progress up to bigger less common words.  






