
Volume XL,  Number 9 November 2016 

The Evangel 
Bethel Evangelical Lutheran Church 

(The Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod) 
301 Scott Avenue  Glenshaw, Pennsylvania  15116 

 
Phone:  (412) 486-5777      www.bethelglenshaw.org      Fax:  (412) 487-8328 

Mission Statement 
In our commitment to mission, Bethel 
Evangelical Lutheran Church will 

proclaim and witness to 
God’s salvation in our community 
and the world by preaching 
God’s Word and administering the 
Sacraments in all their truth and purity.” 

Adopted by the congregation on April 23, 1989 
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By the grace of God I am what I am, and 
His grace toward me was not in vain. 

1 Corinthians 15:10 (ESV) 
  

A Fitting Response 
   

              The month of November offers us several different 
themes of the Christian life to consider.  This is obviously the 
month of Thanksgiving—the day set aside in our nation to   
consider the many blessings that we have received from the 
hand of God and to give thanks.  November 1, on the liturgical 
calendar, is All Saints’ Day—a time for us to remember with 
gratitude the people of God who have gone before us and to 
remember that we also are a part of that fellowship in Christ 
that transcends time and space.  Finally, November is the time 
when many Christian congregations emphasize the           
stewardship of our time, talent, and treasure. 
  
These are not really three different themes; they are actually 
one.  It is God who has given us the blessings of creation.  It is 
God who has redeemed us with the blood of His Son and 
called us by the Holy Spirit to be His saints.  It is God who has 
entrusted to us more gifts than we realize and has called us to 
use those gifts to His glory in the service of others. 
  
Everything that we are and have as Christians is a gift of God: 
our faith, our sainthood, our material blessings.  That’s what 
the apostle has in mind in the verse quoted above when he 
writes:  “By the grace of God I am what I am.”  What we do with 
the gifts of God that we have received is our offering of  
thanksgiving to Him.  That’s what Paul means when he goes 
on to say: “and His grace toward me was not in vain.” 

  
Happy Thanksgiving.   

Happy All Saints’ Day.    
Happy  stewardship?   

 
May God’s grace in Christ not be wasted on us but bear the 
fruit of faith. 
  
     In His love and service, 
  

https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http%3A%2F%2Fstandumc.org%2Fclientimages%2F44858%2Fpastors20message.jpg&imgrefurl=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.clipartvision.com%2Fmessage-from-the-pastors-desk-clipart%2F&docid=8xrZc_cisPNsuM&tbnid=ab-nwXTVy-ZwTM%3A&vet=1&w=300&


Thank you from... 

CHRISTMAS SHOPPING 

All Saints Lutheran Church and Student 
Center, Slippery Rock for $401.15 
 
First Trinity Evangelical Lutheran 
Church, Oakland for $401.15 for    
Campus Ministries and $117.05 for 
Pittsburgh Lutheran Center for the 
Blind. 
 
Redeemer Lutheran School for $401.15 

Not, how much of  

my money  

will I give to God,  

but how much of  

God’s money  

will I keep for myself. 
—John Wesley 

Harvest home festival 

 Unity Lutheran Community     
Mission at 7825 1/2 Hamilton Avenue, 
Pittsburgh (Homewood—Brushton)     
extends an invitation to their 30th   
Harvest Home Festival on SUNDAY,     
NOVEMBER 20 at 2:30 P.M. 
 The theme this year will be A 
Thankful Family and Rev. Paul Yankee 
from Trinity Lutheran Church in     
Somerset will deliver a message prior 
to the feast that the ladies of Unity 
have prepared. Please bring a dessert 
to share. RSVP by THURSDAY,       
NOVEMBER 17 by calling 412-731-
2811. 

 Remember Bethel when you are 
shopping on-line at Amazonsmile. 
Bethel will receive a percentage of all 
sales in which Bethel is chosen as the 
charitable  recipient.  

 “Greatness in the eyes of the 
world involves power, rights and     
privileges.  According to Jesus,    
greatness has to do with the              
relinquishing of such human values 
and the commitment to service and 
sacrifice.  . . . Jesus Himself is . . . the 
great Exemplar of service.  He gave 
His life that others might live.  As the 
body of Jesus Christ in the world, the 
entirety of the Church exists for       
service.” 

--James C. Fenhagen 
 in The Yoke of Obedience 

  

Prayer thought 



    DATES  TO  remember 

NOVEMBER  BIRTHDAY  
  
 06—Gary Swanson 
 10—Adam Todd 
 14—Kristen Hoffman 
 17—Curt Hetz 
 18—Tony Fabina 
          21—Matt Rehder 

USHER SCHEDULE …….TEAM 2 

Deacon…………………...Meier Sr.                                                                                                                    

Communion Assistant……..J.Meier  

Ushers……………………....F.Heintz  

                           C. Hetz 

                                      J.Rehder                 

               B.Swanson  

                 E.Stabile 

         A.Todd II 

ALTAR GUILD 
 Melanie Rehder 
 Eddie Stabile 

 

       NOVEMBER ANNIVERSARIES 
 
 10—Jeanne and Ron Zembruski 

In his service 

“O give thanks to the Lord for He is 

good. His love endures                    

forever" (Psalm 136: l ). The love of 

the Lord does endure forever because 

the Son of God, our Lord Jesus Christ, 

is risen from the dead, lives and reigns 

for all eternity. He was crucified for our 

transgressions, but He is raised and 

lives forever for our justification. We 

are acceptable to God in Christ Jesus. 

This is indeed something for which we 

give thanks. We give thanks in our 

prayers. We give thanks in the hymns 

we sing in church. We give thanks by 

talking about it with our friends and 

neighbors and teaching it to our       

children and grandchildren. And we 

give thanks by giving to the church a 

generous, first-fruits portion of the    

income He provides us. 

Giving is giving thanks. It is one of the 

concrete ways in which we thank God 

for all He has done for us. This          

includes not just what He has done for 

us here in time, but what He does for 

us for all eternity. He provides for all 

that we need in both body and soul. 

He is more ready to give than we are 

able either to receive or even ask. That 

is who He is. That is His character. He 

is good and His love endures forever. 

Let us then give thanks in all these 

ways, not in one way or the other. But 

rather in all things, everything that we 

do and say, whether it be in word or 

deed, in prayer and praise, in teaching 

and giving, let us give thanks to God 

for He is good. 

  Thoughts on stewardship 





 

BEATING THE ELECTION DAY BLUES 
By Rev. Ken Klaus, Lutheran Hour Speaker 

When I thought, "My foot slips," Your steadfast love, O LORD, held me up. When the cares of my 
heart are many, Your consolations cheer my soul. Psalm 94:18-19 
 
Well, folks, there is less than a week before the good, old U.S. of A. has its elections.  
 
For some of us that day can't come soon enough. Recently, some pollsters did a sounding on 
our nation's millennials, that is, those born in the decades before the calendar rolled over to the 
year 2000. The report was interesting. For example, one in four young folk say the "earth being 
destroyed by a major meteor is better than having Hillary or Donald in the White House." 
 
That same percentage said picking someone by "random chance" is better than having one of 
those two take on the mantle of President. 
 
And it's not just the young folk who are bothered by the pre-election falderal. As proof, I can refer 
to a report by the American Psychological Association, which shares that more than half of the 
adults in the United States say the election has been a large or significant source of stress for 
them. This stress is so common it has even been given a name: "election stress disorder." 
 
Of course, not all stress can be laid at the foot of the election. 
 
Almost 75 percent of us can remember getting stressed out by money, or the lack of it. Eighty 
percent of accidents at work and visits to the M.D. are built upon stress. Stress, the authorities 
tell me, is a foundation stone for headaches, heart conditions, depression, worry, asthma, arthri-
tis, and more than one type of cancer. Stress costs U.S. businesses more than $300 billion a 
year. 
 
Now I can tell you, in preparation for this Daily Devotion, I searched the Scriptures to see what it 
says about stress. Would it surprise you to know the King James Version doesn't use the word 
"stress" once? Neither does the English Standard Version or the New International Version or 
the New American Standard Bible or Young's Literal Translation. 
 
So, I hear you ask, does that mean stress is a figment of our imagination? 
 
Well, yes, in part, it does mean that. It means that when we get all worked up about things which 
have not, nor will ever, occur. Still, stress is with us to stay. That is because we sinners, with our 
incredibly limited view of the future, find it easy to get stressed out about the unknown and things 
that are beyond our control. 
 
And that, my friends, is why we need the Savior. 
 
You see, although we may not know about the unseen disasters of the future, the Lord does. 
More importantly, He who has saved us has promised that none of those stress factors can con-
quer His love, nor can they remove Him from our side. Knowing that, the Psalmist could write, 
"When I thought, 'My foot slips,' Your steadfast love, O LORD, held me up. When the cares of 
my heart are many, Your consolations cheer my soul." 
 
It is why St. Paul could write that nothing else "in all creation, will be able to separate us from the 
love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord" (Romans 8:39b). 

 
 



Lutheran hour history 

 

 
November 6 
"Do You Want This Blessing?" 
Lutheran Hour Speaker: 
 Rev. Dr. Gregory Seltz 
Jesus came to bless you; He takes the 
initiative to reach out to broken lives with 
His love and help. 
(Matthew 5:1-12) 
 
November 13 
"The Day of Hope Is Coming!" 
Lutheran Hour Speaker:  
Rev. Dr. Gregory Seltz 
There is hope when God acts in the midst 
of our helplessness. 
(Malachi 4:1-6) 
 
November 20 
"In Christ, Deliverance Is Sure" 
Lutheran Hour Speaker:  
Rev. Dr. Gregory Seltz 
Jesus breaks through into our dark world 
to bring us light and hope from above. 
(Colossians 1:13-20) 
 
November 27 
"The Perfect Christmas" 
Lutheran Hour Speaker:  
Rev. Dr. Gregory Seltz 
The first Christmas was anything but   
perfect. Then again, if everything had 
been just as it should be, we wouldn't 
have needed a Savior. 
(Galatians 4:4-5) 

 On October 2, 1930, the first 
broadcast of The Lutheran Hour®   radio 
program was aired, with Dr. Walter A. 
Maier as speaker. The Lutheran        
Laymen's League, which had formed 
thirteen years earlier as a  financial   
support organization for the Lutheran 
Church—Missouri Synod, had a vision 
of spreading the Gospel message using 
the young technology of broadcast      
radio. For more than 80 years, the call of 
Christ has been carried around the 
world by radio waves to share the Good 
News. 

WJAS-AM 1320 
SUNDAYS 7:00 A.M. 

 The cold weather is upon us and 
we are blessed with a warm house that 
we call home. There are those living in 
Pittsburgh that do not have four walls 
that they can call home. They find a 
corner, an alley or under a bridge to 
gather what  little they own. A warm 
blanket will help on cold winter nights. 
The Sewing Group has made nine 
quilts that were given to the Homeless 
Ministry at First Trinity Lutheran Church 
in Oakland. More blankets are needed. 
Look for Sewing Group meetings in   
future bulletins and plan to help us help 
the homeless. 

Keep them warm 

http://www.lcms.org/
http://www.lcms.org/

